
YOUR GUIDE TO 
THE CITY’S HOTSPOTS AND 

ITS CULTURAL EVENTS

Unexpected  
art galleries & 

living room  
festivals

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020

Free!



Dance and ballet
‘De Voorlopers’, start entirely anewout-
will - creating and manipulating, trial 
and error | 14 jan

Searching for power and fame with 
dramatic outcomes while Outwitting 
the Devil | 22 jan

Who are you when you have lost your 
memories? Memory Loss | 5 feb

Musical and performing arts
“We went too far, sorry”. A whole Family 
committed suicide | 8 feb

TAGO. An energetic music show with 
strength, discipline and humor | 25 feb
 
Opera
“We want to turn back the clock and 
hold on to happiness” L’Orfeo | 7 feb

Stadsschouwburg Utrecht is a leading 
theatre in Central Netherlands. Many 
events are accessible for non-dutch 
speakers. Have a look at our January/
February selection.

Welcome to de Bijenkorf
Utrecht’s finest 

department store

Home to exclusive brands such as
See by Chloé, Longchamp, 

Balenciaga, Acne Studios and 
Hugo Boss.

Sint Jacobsstraat 1A, Utrecht City Centre
For opening hours, more information and other 
store locations: deBijenkorf.nl/international 
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Welcome to Utrecht
Did you know you can find art in 
unexpected places in Utrecht? For 
example, there’s a gallery in a former World 
War II bomb-free commando bunker, in the 
basement of a breakfast/lunch café and in a 
boat that used to house ‘ladies in windows’. 
We’ve lined up a biking tour past all these 
hidden cultural gems, so put on a warm 
winter coat, grab your bike and head out. 
There are plenty of stops along the way to 
warm up with a coffee, tea or hot chocolate.

In January and February you’ll also get the 
chance to take a peek behind Utrecht’s 
front doors. During the festival Gluren bij 

de Buren, living rooms will be transformed 
into intimate stages for performances by 
singer-songwriters, theatre-makers and 
other local talent. Student festival Stukafest 
will give you the chance to check out some 
performances in twenty student rooms. 
Other cultural tips are two exhibitions 
revolving around costumes in Oud 
Amelisweerd Pop-up Museum, the highly 
acclaimed coming-of-age film Little Women 
(based on the 1868 book by Louisa May 
Alcott) and the classical concerts you can 
visit during the Dutch Violin Competition. 
Have a wonderful time!
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the map
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Dutch violin competition

Utrecht-made kombucha

Cycling past Utrecht’s 

hidden galeries
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CHOOSE 
BETWEEN A 
STAGGERING 
16 DRAUGHT 

BEERS
MUST-SEE

Wonderful walls
Gigantic wall murals inspired 

by the work of the Utrecht-
based followers of Italian 

painter Caravaggio are on 
view at three different spots 
in the city. In Kanaleneiland 

there’s The Lute Player by 
Dirck van Baburen, in Lombok 

a reproduction of Sleeping 
Mars by Hendrick ter 

Brugghen and in Overvecht 
The Flute Player by Abraham 
Bloemaert. All these murals 

were created by an artists’ 
cooperative called  
De Strakke Hand.

> Spaaklaan (Kanaleneiland), 
Westplein (Lombok) and 

Dorbeendreef (Overvecht)
destrakkehand.nl

What’s 
happening?

THINGS TO DO 
& PLACES TO GO

January 
& February
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Elja Looijestijn
Founder of De Dakhaas,  

an indie magazine about Utrecht
‘Studio Kapitaal (Paardenveld, on the  

first floor of the parking garage) is an analog 
print studio that has played a vital role  
in the realisation of De Dakhaas. I still  

very much like to pay them a visit every  
now and then, because lots of things are 

happening in that space.’
Read all about Elja’s favourites 

in pages 14 and 15.

‘LOTS OF THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT ANALOG PRINT STUDIO 
KAPITAAL, WHICH IS HOUSED IN AN OLD PARKING GARAGE’

MADE IN UTRECHT
vandeStreek
The Utrecht craft beer scene has really 
taken off. Like so many brewers, Sander and 
Ronald vandeStreek started brewing beer in 
their kitchen. They soon grew out of their 
kitchen and now have their own brewery in 
the Overvecht district, where they opened 
their own taproom last year. It’s open every 
Friday and Saturday and the range of beers 
is impressive. In fact, they have a 
staggering 16 draught beers to choose from.  
> You can buy vandeStreek beer in most 
supermarkets and off-licences in Utrecht.  
Or visit the taproom at Ontariodreef 43 
vandestreekbier.nl
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HIGHER THAN EVER
Climb the Dom Tower

The pride of Utrecht may currently be 
shrouded in scaffolding, but never 

fear: you can still climb the tower 
and guided tours are still available 

during the renovation work. The 
‘Trans’, which at 95 metres used to 
be the highest point that visitors 

could reach, is currently under 
renovation. But you can now climb 

to a different pinnacle, which at 100 
metres, is even higher! It’s known 
as the crow’s nest. From here, the 
view of the Utrecht skyline is even 
more spectacular. Book your ticket 

online or go to the VVV tourist 
information office on Domplein.

> daily, Domplein
domtoren.nl/en/visitor-information/

ticketshop

JAZZ IT UP
UJazz Fest

Lovers of jazz music should head to the Rotsoord area 
on Saturday 1 February, for the 9th edition of the UJazz 
Fest. Headliners are the Ben van den Dungen Quartet, 
the Kapok Trio and the Utrecht conservatory big band 

of Ilja Reijngoud. Together with many other jazz 
musicians they will take to the stage at De Helling, 

LE:EN and other cafés and restaurants around 
Rotsoord. In the afternoon, there are showcases by 

up-and-coming jazz talent of the HKU Utrechts 
Conservatorium, amateur bands from the region and 

improvisation duos and trios.
> 1 February, Rotsoord

ujazz.nl

What’s 
happening?

THE VIEW OF THE UTRECHT 
SKYLINE FROM THE CROW’S NEST 

IS EVEN MORE SPECTACULAR
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MUST-DO
Free lunch-time 

concert
How about spending your lunch 

break listening to a concert given by 
up-and-coming music academy 

students from across the 
Netherlands? This is exactly what’s 
on offer at TivoliVredenburg nearly 
every Friday. The music is usually 

classical, with the occasional foray 
into jazz or pop. The concerts start at 
12.30 and although they’re free, you 
do need a ticket. They are available 

online on the day of the concert or at 
the counter.

> (almost) every Friday, 
TivoliVredenburg

tivolivredenburg.nl
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LOCAL FAVOURITE
MØS
You pronounce the name of this coffee bar ‘mus’, which is 
the Dutch word for sparrow and refers to the district in 
which it’s located: the Vogelenbuurt or ‘bird’ district. This 
corner building with its fine entrance used to be a bakery, 
and now it serves every imaginable type of coffee, cake, 
breakfast (such as pancakes or yoghurt with granola) and 
lunch (soup and toasted sandwiches). It’s also a great 
place to flip open your laptop and do a bit of work.
> Kievitstraat 2
moscoffeebar.nl

January
& Febuary
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Art in 
unexpected

places
A MINI-MUSEUM IN A FORMER BROTHEL, 

A DERAILED CRANE AND AN ENORMOUS PERSIAN 
RUG FOR A PAVEMENT. TIME TO JUMP ON YOUR 

BIKE AND SEE SOME ART IN UNEXPECTED PLACES.

By Dieuwke de Boer

Persian rug on Amerhof square   
SPOTLIGHT
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World War II bomb-free 
commando bunker on the 
edge of the park. After the 
war, the bunker was used to 
store cables, tools and 
mopeds. In 2014, four artists 
decided to turn the hideout 
into an exhibition area where 
new art is displayed every 
month: from installations, 
photos, poetry and 
sculptures, to paintings, films 
and performances. EXbunker 
is open on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons, and 
every second, third and 
fourth Friday of the month.

We will now head for a 
residential area in the south-
west of the city: Rivierenwijk. 
Bike back along 

We start our tour at 
the breakfast/
lunch café 

Puschkin (Ridderschapstraat 
1), where you will literally find 
a hidden gem: Art Keller 24 
(AK24) 1  is located in the 
basement underneath the 
café. This gallery is mainly 
used by budding young local 
artists to exhibit their work. 
The exhibitions change 
regularly; there’s something 
new every fortnight. Our tip: 
go and have a good breakfast 
or coffee with cake and then 
visit the basement to check 
out the exhibition.

Bike along Wittevrouwen-
straat towards the canal and 
turn right immediately after 
the bridge onto Witte-
vrouwen singel. Turn left 
onto Nachtegaalstraat. Keep 
going straight ahead. After 
Maliebaan, Nachtegaalstraat 
turns into Burgemeester 
Reigerstraat. Just before you 
reach Wilhelmina park, take 
the third exit on the 
roundabout. After about fifty 
metres, you’ll come to 
EXbunker  2  
(Wilhelminapark 24A), a 

Persian rug on Amerhof square

ExBunker

  
AK24

Puschkin
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Burgemeester Reigerstraat 
and turn left into Maliebaan 
at the crossroads. Follow this 
road, which turns into 
Maliesingel and Tolsteeg
singel, until you reach Ledig 
Erf. Bike onto Oosterkade 
and under Vaartsche Rijn 
station. Cross the road. You 
will now be on Rotsoord, a 
good place to dismount for a 
drink and a bite to eat. You 
could try Klein Berlijn 
(Helling 22), Taplokaal Gist 
(Helling 9), Camping 
Ganspoort (Helling 87), 
LE:EN (Heuveloord 140) or De 
Zagerij (Rotsoord 7A). Feeling 
refreshed, get back on your 
bike and head for Jutfaseweg 
via Rotsoord and Diamant
weg. Cross the bridge and 
turn left. You’ll now be biking 
alongside the water. Turn 
right into Roerstraat. A little 
further on, you’ll see a huge 
square on your right 
(Amerhof). The pavement is 
the largest Persian rug in 
the entire country  3 . It 
was designed by a Dutch 

Take a break

DE KEUKEN VAN 
HINKELMAN
Delicatessen

> Burgemeester 
Reigerstraat 63

BROEI
Vegetarian and 

vegan fare
> Oosterkade 24

OHØJ
Coffee break
> Rijnlaan 27

DE POMP
Neighbourhood hangout

> Croeselaan 122

Ohøj

Sculpture garden

EXboot

Rotsoord

  
SPOTLIGHT
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artist and serves as a 
reference to the 
multicultural character of 
the district, stressing the 
social function of this square: 
a place for people to meet 
and interact.

Bike on to Rijnlaan and 
turn right. Go straight ahead 
across Rijnlaan until 
Balijelaan, where you turn 
right and then left across the 
road at the bike crossing. You 
should now be on Croeselaan. 
Bike on until you see the huge 
Rabobank tower. The bank 
and the Centraal Museum 
have created a sculpture 
garden 4  in the central 
reservation opposite the 
building. It is home to 
sculptures that used to be on 
display elsewhere in the city 
and brand-new work by 
artists including Liam Gillick, 
Fernando Sanchez Castillo, 
Christian Jankowski and 
Alicia Framis. Once you’ve 
had your fill of sculptures, 
bike on to Jaarbeursplein. 
You can’t miss the huge 
object looming up on you: a 
twenty-metre high red 
crane 5  named Gone With 
the Wind. The name refers to 
the fact that the crane slowly 
turns with the wind.

You have to bike for a while 
to reach the final destination 
(via Kanaalstraat, Laan van 
Nieuw Guinea, Spinozaweg, 
Thomas à Kempisweg, 
Cartesiusweg and 
Nijverheidsweg), but then 

you’ll be in the hip & 
happening Werkspoor-
kwartier district. Fifty years 
after the last locomotive 
rolled out of the factory, the 
district will be transformed 
into the circular incubator for 
trends and insights in 
Utrecht. But there’s already 
plenty to do and see. At De 
Nijverheid 6  
(Nijverheidskade 15), for 
example, a ‘cultural haven’ 
where local artists base their 
studios. There’s also a very 
unusual mini-museum on the 
site. It’s in a boat that used to 
house ‘ladies in windows’: 
EXboot 7 . One of the rooms 
in this former brothel hosts 
exhibitions of work by 
up-and-coming talent. It’s 
open from Monday to Friday. 
And feel free to stay because 
there’s always plenty to do in 
the evenings too, such as pot-
luck dinners, film screenings 
and live performances.   

Sculpture garden

De Nijverheid

Gone With the Wind

GALLERY EXBOOT 
IS IN A BOAT 

THAT USED TO 
HOUSE ‘LADIES 

IN WINDOWS’

  

Find it on 
the map
See page 64
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THE LOCAL’S 
FAVOURITES

Elja Looijestijn’s roots are intertwined 
with Utrecht. ‘I hope this won’t come 
off as too much of a cliché, but I simply 
cannot imagine living anywhere else.’ 
Her love for Utrecht and her passion for 
journalism - Elja currently works as a 
journalist for Dutch broadcasting 
network VPRO - culminate in De 
Dakhaas, an indie magazine (in Dutch) 
about Utrecht, that Elja founded six 
years ago. Together with a bunch of 
Utrecht-based creative minds, ranging 
from photographers to writers and 
illustrators, she investigates and 
captures the rawer side of the city. 
Stories about nightly adventures, the 
future of the city and Utrecht’s best 
Brazilian waxer have all appeared in De 
Dakhaas. ‘It is important that all the 
voluntary contributors to the magazine 
can flourish in their own area of 
expertise. For our 14th edition that was 
recently published, we’ve solely and 
intensely worked together with 
illustrators. Since this edition’s theme 
is ‘handmade’, everything in it will be 
drawn and written by hand, from the 
front cover to all the images in the 
magazine.’

> Check out De Dakhaas on Instagram  
(@dedakhaas) 
dedakhaas.nl

Club WAS.

Q&A
WITH ELJA LOOIJESTIJN

By Manon Marijs

The Domestic Botanist

14 MAG Utrecht — Jan/Feb 2020
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Books & charm
‘You can find the most charming 
bookseller in Utrecht behind the 
counter slash bar if his own bookstore. 
Tim van den Hoed sells quality 
literature and serves you coffee and 
cake in De Utrechtse Boekenbar 
(Westerkade 2), whilst you browse his 
beautiful collection of books and indie 
magazines or sit behind the big 
window working on your laptop.’

Breathing creativity
‘Studio Kapitaal (Paardenveld, on the 
first floor of the parking garage) is an 
analog print studio that has played a 
vital role in the realisation of De 
Dakhaas. The atmosphere in the old 
parking garage that houses Kapitaal 
breathes creativity. They also give 
workshops, curate exhibitions and 
organise cultural events.’

Easy-going vibe
‘A couple of weeks ago I went dancing 
in WAS. (Tractieweg 41), where my 
favourite DJ Job Jobse was playing. 
WAS. is not your regular nightclub: they 
only host performances once or twice a 

month, but  the headliners are always 
(inter)nationally acclaimed DJs. The 
club has a raw and industrial edge to it. 
Add to that smoke and lasers, mixed 
with the easy-going vibe of Utrecht and 
you’re guaranteed a good night out.’

One of a kind
‘Owner Marije transformed her fashion 
design studio into The Domestic 
Botanist (Jansveld 49). She sells her 
own collection and hand picked items 
from other independent designers, 
such as  clothes, bags and jewellery, 
but also perfume and notebooks. 
Marije focuses on fair trade products 
made from sustainable materials. 
Everything is one of a kind.’

Neighbourhood restaurant
‘De Pomp (Croeselaan 122) used to be 
an old shabby gas station, but it has 
changed into a vibrant place where you 
can go for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
It really adds to the liveliness of the 
neighbourhood. And the beetroot with 
black garlic is unforgettable.’

Club WAS.

De Pomp

De Utrechtse Boekenbar

15Jan/Feb 2020 — MAG Utrecht
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COMING-OF-AGE
LITTLE WOMEN
This coming-of-age period drama film is great to watch  
in the cold winter months. The eighth film adaptation of the 1868 
novel with the same name by Louisa May Alcott explores the 
lives of the March sisters in 1860s New England, in the aftermath 
of the American Civil War. With Saoirse Ronan, Emma Watson, 
Laura Dern, Timothée Chalamet and Meryl Streep.
> Little Women screens in the Louis Hartlooper Complex or 
Springhaver from 20 January
hartlooper.nl/en  

springhaver.nl/en

Movies,
art, theatre,

festivals 
& more

FROM AN AFTERNOON UNASHAMEDLY 
WATCHING PERFORMANCES IN OTHER 

PEOPLE’S LIVING ROOMS, TO CHECKING OUT 
THE LATEST BLOCKBUSTERS IN THE MOVIE 

THEATRE: THERE’S MORE THAN ENOUGH TO DO 
IN THE FIRST MONTHS OF THE NEW YEAR.

16 MAG Utrecht — Jan/Feb 2020
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The Peanut Butter 
Falcon
Zak (Zack Gottsagen) is a young  
man with Down’s syndrome and a big 
dream of becoming a professional 
wrestler. So one day, he runs away 
from the care home where he lives 
with the intention of making his 
dream come true. He meets Tyler 
(Shia LaBeouf), who is also on the 
run. This unlikely pair join forces and 
have the wildest adventures. They 
even manage to convince Eleonora 
(Dakota Johnson), a kindly care 
worker at Zak’s home, to join them 
on their travels.
> The Peanut Butter Falcon screens in 
the Louis Hartlooper Complex or 
Springhaver from 19 December
hartlooper.nl/en

springhaver.nl/en

Bombshell
A true story about the rise and fall of Roger 

Ailes, who helped turn Fox News into 
America’s biggest news channel. He found his 

way to the very top of the media world, but  
was then accused of creating the toxic male-
dominated culture that prevails at Fox News.  

A group of female employees, including 
Gretchen Carlson (Nicole Kidman) and  

Megyn Kelly (Charlize Theron), decide to  
take him to court for sexual intimidation, 

bursting Ailes’ bubble of success.
> Bombshell screens in the Louis Hartlooper 

Complex or Springhaver from 16 January
hartlooper.nl/en

springhaver.nl/en

Movies

18 MAG Utrecht — Jan/Feb 2020
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Dead Poets Society
In 1959, Keating (Robin Williams) is teaching 
English at a posh boarding school for boys, where 
strict discipline is the order of the day. Although the 
staff and parents belittle Keating’s philosophy that 
‘the purpose of education is to think for yourself’,   
it makes him something of a hero to the pupils.  
A small group of boys take Keating’s lessons to  
heart, with tragic consequences.
> 31 January, Utrecht Central Library (Oudegracht 167)
hoogt.nl

JoJo Rabbit
This satire set during World 

War II follows the lonely 
German boy JoJo (Roman 

Griffin Davis), whose worldview 
is turned upside down when he 

discovers that his single 
mother (Scarlett Johansson) is 
hiding a Jewish girl (Thomasin 
McKenzie) in their attic. With 
only his idiotic and imaginary 

friend Adolf Hitler (Taika 
Waititi) by his side, JoJo has  

to face his blind spot for 
nationalism.

> Jojo Rabbit screens in the Louis 
Hartlooper Complex or 

Springhaver from 2 January
hartlooper.nl/en

springhaver.nl/en

A GROUP
OF FEMALE
EMPLOYEES
DECIDES TO
BURST THE
FOX NEWS

BOSS’ BUBBLE
OF SUCCESS
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BEHIND UTRECHT’S 
FRONT DOORS
GLUREN BIJ DE BUREN
Have you ever wondered 
what’s behind Utrecht’s front 
doors? If so, this annual 
living room festival is the 
perfect opportunity to find 
out. What’s more, you can see 
free performances by singer-
songwriters, theatre-makers, 
choirs, poets and other local 
talent. The rug is the stage 
and the sofa is the gallery, so 
you can practically touch the 
performers.
> 9 February, various locations
glurenbijdeburen.nl/utrecht

Festivals
& Events

20 MAG Utrecht — Jan/Feb 2020
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PICK YOUR SPOT
KOEKOEK 030
For three months, unusual 
spots throughout the city 
will serve as pop-up 
podiums or exhibition 
areas for artists from the 
local design, art and music 
scenes. Kill two birds with 
one stone: discover new, 
unexpected spots in 
Utrecht, and learn more 
about the up-and-coming 
talent working in the city.
> every Saturday and Sunday 
in January, February and 
March, various locations
koekoek030.nl

MIXING WITH THE SWATS
STUKAFEST
You can’t claim to be a real university 
city unless you organise a Stukafest. 
So not wanting to be left out, Utrecht 
has been organising its own edition 
of this annual student festival for 
many years. For one evening, twenty 
student rooms are transformed into 
stages for all kinds of performances, 
including the spoken word, music, dance, 
fine arts and drama. Some suggestions for 
non-Dutch visitors: the indie/electropop of 
Dutch band Faradays, the performance by 
choreographer and artist Ilja Geelen and the easily 
accessible classical and minimalist music of Duo Sol. Tickets 
for these unique performances between piles of textbooks and 
empty beer crates are available online from January. If you 
fancy partying until the wee hours: the afterparty is in EKKO.
> 12 February, various locations
stukafest.nl/utrecht

CHECK OUT UNIQUE
PERFORMANCES BETWEEN
PILES OF TEXTBOOKS AND
EMPTY BEER CRATES
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WE WANT MORE
MENEERTJE MEER (3+)
This show is about a little 
man, ‘Meneertje Meer’,  
who keeps wanting more  
and more. He even decides  
to make more of himself. 
These ‘meneertjes’ also want 
more. And in the end, the 
world is overwhelmed by 
‘meneertjes’. At that point, 
Meneertje Meer realises that 
he actually doesn’t want 
anything anymore.
> 3 January,  
Podium Hoge Woerd
podiumhogewoerd.nl

SPORTY DANCING
GRUPO SPORTIVO (6+)

Movements performed during sport can be very 
similar to those used for dancing. Conversely, 

choreographers are often inspired by sport. In this 
new family production, Introdans shows what this 

can lead to: wonderful, crazy, funny, enchanting 
choreographies, designed to appeal to people of 

all ages. From football and gymnastics to 
acrobatics: they’re all part of this show.

> 19 January, Stadsschouwburg Utrecht
stadsschouwburg-utrecht.nl
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EXUBERANT & ECCENTRIC
DON’T HIT MAMA
This event is a cross-over between a 
dance performance and a club night, 
in which both dancers and visitors are 
on stage. You will be surrounded by an 
exuberant, welcoming, and eccentric 
dance crew.
> 7 February, Stadsschouwburg Utrecht
stadsschouwburg-utrecht.nl

Kids

22 MAG Utrecht — Jan/Feb 2020
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UPSIDE-DOWN
WIRWAR (6+)

They come out in the 
evenings, appearing in 

the beam of a nightlight: 
tiny shadow figures, 
dancing through the 
night. If you’re brave 

enough, they’ll take you 
on an adventure into a 
world that no-one else 
visits. A world where 

gravity doesn’t exist and 
where it’s hard to tell 

what is up and what is 
down. This family circus 
show is simply packed 

with spectacular 
acrobatics.

> 26 February, 
Podium Hoge Woerd 

& 27 and 28 February, 
Theater Kikker

podiumhogewoerd.nl

theaterkikker.nl
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Music

Tamaryn
An evening of dreamy pop, 

brought to you by singer-
songwriter Tamaryn, who was 

born in New Zealand, but is 
based in the United States 
nowadays. Her music is 
best described as a 
combination of dream pop, 

shoegaze, post-punk, gothic 
rock, synth-pop and 

electronics.
> 21 January, dB’s

dbstudio.nl

Dutch violin 
competition
For three weeks in early 
2020, talented violinists 
between 10 and 26 years 
of age will come to 
Utrecht to compete for 
prizes in the Dutch 
violin competition.  
You can visit most of  
the preliminary rounds 
and semi-finals for free. 
There will also be a 
range of special 
concerts you can 
attend, such as the 
Beethoven Marathon,  
in which all ten of 
Beethoven’s violin 
sonatas will be played 
in chronological order 
during three concerts. 
The young violinists 
Diamanda Dramm, 
Emmy Storms and 
Yannick Hiwat will 
curate their own 
concerts in the hope  
of reaching new,  
young audiences.
> 11 January to 2 February, 
various locations
nederlandsviool -

concours.nl

Yannick Hiwat
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Shht
This is probably the 

weirdest concert 
you’ll ever attend. In 
their own words, the 

Gent underground 
band Shht haven’t 

really got a clue; they 
just get on with it.  

So you have two 
options: you either 
embrace the glam-

indie and noise-pop 
that Shht produces, 

or you absolutely 
hate it. So let’s find 

out! At your own risk 
of course.

> 26 February, ACU
ekko.nl

MENNO SOLO - 
ON TOUR

Amsterdam-born  
trance veteran 

Menno Solo comes 
to Utrecht for a 
mesmerising  

all night DJ-set.
> 4 January, 

TivoliVredenburg
tivolivredenburg.nl

REGGAE BOMB
The ultimate club 
evening for reggae 

music with DJs 
Martial Ard, Sista 

Souljah, Skank 
Around Sound and 

Don Arco. The 
evening starts at 

22:00.
> 11 January, dB’s

dbstudio.nl

SNEEUWBAL 
WINTER FESTIVAL

Winter isn’t only  
the season of woolly 

hats and scarves, 
crackling fires and 

hearty stews, it also 
means thumping 
house and techno, 
hits to warm the 

cockles of your heart 
and wild après-ski.

> 26 January,  
Transwijk Park

sneeuwbalfestival.nl

C
U

LT
U

R
E

Where’s 
the

party?
THIS

PROBABLY
IS THE

WEIRDEST
GIG YOU’LL

EVER ATTEND
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A TALE TO TELL
THEATER VAN PAPIER  
& DRESS TO IMPRESS
The unique Oud 
Amelisweerd Pop-up 
Museum, just out of town, 
is hosting two exhibitions 
featuring costumes.  
Theater van papier shines a 
new light on the opera 
Modeaffe, a critical comedy 
by Frederik de Grote about 
day-to-day life at court and 
court etiquette. The artist 
Isabelle de Borchgrave 
brings the story to life with 
elaborate paper costumes, 
complete with dolls, 
hairstyles and costumes  
in three sorts of paper. In 
Dress to Impress, you can 
admire the most fabulous 
costumes imaginable: 
from outfits designed for 
an extravagant bal masqué 
to costumes that make an 
artistic social statement.
> Until 23 February, Oud 
Amelisweerd Pop-up Museum
popupmoa.nl
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ARTY PARTY
ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION
Galerie SANAA (‘art’ in Swahili, ‘sparkle’ in 
Arabic) exhibits contemporary work by 

artists from Africa, the Netherlands and the 
Middle East. The gallery is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary with a special exhibition, which 
includes work by the Zimbabwean artist  

Option Dzikamai. 
> until 1 February, SANAA Gallery (Jansdam 2)
galeriesanaa.nl

A DIP INTO HISTORY
UTRECHT STARTS HERE

This exhibition in The Utrecht 
Archives is the perfect place to find 

out more about how Utrecht 
developed and hear the accounts of 

local residents. Modern animation 
techniques bring the archives and 

the people who played an important 
role in the history of Utrecht to life. 

Discover how the wharfs were built, 
how Utrecht became a student city, 

experience the first edition of the 
popular Lowlands music festival 

(which used to be held in the 
Jaarbeurs) and see how the water 

once disappeared from the canals - 
only to return later. You can even get 

on a bike and go on a virtual bike 
tour of modern-day Utrecht,  

while historical images flash  
before your eyes.

> Tuesday to Sunday,  
The Utrecht Archives

hetutrechtsarchief.nl/english
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MYSTERIOUS FAMILY DRAMA
FAMILIE

In 2007, an entire family committed suicide in Calais: 
both parents and their two children. The motive was 
never established. The suicide note simply said: ‘We 
went too far, sorry’. This family drama by the Belgian 

NTGent company explores the traumas that may have 
prompted this tragedy. It is performed by a real family: 
the acting couple An Miller and Filip Peeters and their 

two daughters Leonce (13) and Louisa (14). Together, they 
reconstruct the family’s final moments in this 

mysterious case. The show has English surtitles.
> 8 February, Stadsschouwburg Utrecht

stadsschouwburg-utrecht.nl
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1980S FITNESS VIDEO
FUNNY SOFT HAPPY  

& THE OPPOSITE
 Based on Bob Fosse musicals, 

neurosciences and 1980s 
aerobics videos, six dancers 

give us a high-intensity 
workout for body and  

mind. It’s designed to train  
our stamina for life, something 
we desperately need in a world 

that seems to be turning  
faster and faster. 

> 23 January, Theater Kikker
theaterkikker.nl ACROBATS

ENGEL & NO MAN IS AN ISLAND
The National Theatre Weekend is a celebration of 
Dutch theatre, with 300 surprising 
performances and lots of free activities in over 
80 theatres all over the country. Our tip is to visit 
the two acrobatic dance shows: Kim-Jomi 
Fischer’s Engel and Marta Alstadsaeter’s duet No 
man is an island.
> 24 January, Podium Hoge Woerd
podiumhogewoerd.nl

Theatre
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POETIC CONUNDRUMS
FOR ALL WE KNOW
If it’s zero degrees outside and the forecast says that it will be twice as cold tomorrow, how 
cold will it be? And what happens to the white when snow melts? This show by the French 
choreographer Antonin Comestaz revolves around poetic conundrums like these. His playful, 
absurdist tone and amazing intensity of movement add a certain charm to his performance.
> 12 February, Stadsschouwburg Utrecht 
stadsschouwburg-utrecht.nl
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Made in 
Utrecht
UTRECHT HAS A THRIVING MAKERS 
SCENE, PRODUCING A CONTINUOUS 

STREAM OF UNIQUE PRODUCTS, 
SUCH AS ZWAMSAP KOMBUCHA MADE 

BY KAREN AND IMKE. 
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KAREN VAN ZAAL AND IMKE GREVEN ARE THE MAKERS 
OF ZWAMSAP KOMBUCHA, A DRINK WITH  

AN UNUSUAL, SLIGHTLY SOUR TASTE.

By Manon Marijs

Karen van Zaal and Imke Greven 
are the faces behind ZWAMSAP, 
the Utrecht-made kombucha that 
first saw light of day in 2018. 
Kombu-what? For the 
unenlightened: kombucha is an 
ancient Eastern brew of green  
or black tea, water and sugar,  
to which a special kombucha-

Karen (left) 
and Imke (right)

Utrecht 
kombucha

ZWAMSAP

Find it on 
the map
See page 64
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fungus is added to make it 
ferment. The result is a drink  
with a unique, slightly sour taste. 

Imke and Karen are continually 
experimenting with new 
ZWAMSAP flavours. They now 
have ZWAMSAP in mandarin, 
lime, ginger or rosemary flavours. 
Imke’s grandfather suggested the 
concept. ‘We were toying with lots 
of ideas for our own start-up, but 
we didn’t have anything concrete. 
And then we heard Grandad 
talking about his ‘fungus’, a 
home-made drink that he has 
every day with his lunch. I didn’t 
know that he made his own 
kombucha! It sounded like 
something we could do, so we 
tried the first bottle we produced 
on Grandad. In his expert opinion, 
it was ‘a very good fungus’.’

Imke and Karen are keen to 
market other ZWAMSAP products 
in the future. They’ve already 
considered fungus sweets and 
balms. 

zwamsap.nl

Where to drink?
In Utrecht, you can drink ZWAMSAP at 
Rabarber 1 , Koningshof 2 , Bammetje 
Bakery 3 , Koffie & Ik 4  and Loaded 5 . 
Alternatively, you can place an order for 
bottles of ZWAMSAP by sending a mail 

to: zwamsap@gmail.com. 
Instagram: @zwamsap 

zwamsap.nl
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          old 
 heritage,
new fate 

MANY OF UTRECHT’S OLD BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN A NEW LEASE OF LIFE. FIVE EXAMPLES 

WORTH VISITING ON YOUR WALK OR BIKE RIDE.

By Martine Bakker
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HORSE CATHEDRAL
STABLES-TURNED-

THEATRE
There were a lot of animals 
in Utrecht in 1821: horses in 
the military barracks and 

livestock at the cattle 
markets. A state veterinary 

school opened between 
Biltstraat and Biltse Grift.  
It later became a faculty of 

Utrecht University and 
moved to the Uithof in the 

1960s. However, various 
unique buildings became 

vacant, such as an 
anatomy building and 
stables for horses. The 
stables date from 1904. 
They had a high central 

nave and low side aisles, 
rather like a church, hence 

the nickname: 
Paardenkathedraal (Horse 

Cathedral). The building was 
taken into use as a theatre 
of the same name in 1993.

> Veeartsenijstraat 155

E
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PROTESTS
PRINTERS-TURNED-APARTMENTS
One of the first examples of refurbishing industrial heritage in 
Utrecht is the apartments built in the 1970s in a former printers 
on Breedstraat. The building, which dates from 1939, housed 
enormous steam-powered printing presses, and there were 
typing and typesetting rooms and a bookbinders. Showers were 
fitted in the basement so that the typesetters could wash off 
the ink. When the printers was vacated around 1970, the 
municipality bought the premises for renovation. The first 
residents moved in in 1976. Rumours of demolition in 2006 gave 
rise to heavy protests and the building underwent extensive 
renovations instead.
> Hoek Breedstraat/Begijnehof

3

MAJESTIC
PALACE-TURNED-

LIBRARY
This former palace on 

Wittevrouwenstraat was 
built in 1807 as a residence 
for the French King Louis 

Napoleon Bonaparte. After 
three months, he swapped 

it for a residence in 
Amsterdam and only 

stayed there once more. In 
1820 it became a library for 
the University’s collection. 

Due to lack of space, a 
pavilion was built on the 

courtyard in 1975. The 
interior was a rabbit 

warren of corridors, floors 
and mezzanines. Extensive 

renovations were carried 
out ten years ago. The 

pavilion was demolished 
and the library now exudes 

its original spacious, 
majestic atmosphere. 

> Hoek Wittevrouwenstraat/
Drift
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COMMUNITY ATMOSPHERE
BATHHOUSE-TURNED-RESTAURANT

Around 1900, many of the Utrecht population did not 
have running water, let alone a bathroom. On the other 
hand, people were becoming increasingly aware of the 

importance of good hygiene. Local bathhouses such 
as the public baths on Willem van Noortplein were the 
solution. People paid per five minutes and were given 

a sort of parking disc to hang on the door of their 
shower. The public bathhouse closed in 1974. It was 

first used as a community centre for the elderly, but in 
2008, it opened its doors as hotel-restaurant Badhu. 
This establishment aspires to the same community 

atmosphere as the bathhouse.
> Willem van Noortplein 19

4

MONSIEUR MOUSTACHE
BRIDGE KEEPER’S HOUSE-TURNED-BARBER’S
Before the bridges in Utrecht became fully automatic, 
bridge keepers used to cycle from one bridge to the next. 
And even earlier, every major bridge had its own bridge 
keeper. The bridge, bridge keeper’s house and equipment 
room were often designed as a single unit, as was the case 

with the Vaartserijn bridge. Once it was taken out of 
service, the house went on the demolition list until 

it was taken over by squatters in 1988. The 
demolition permit was withdrawn, the building 
became a municipal monument and was 
restored to its former condition. Since then, it 
has been a tearoom and a bridge museum. At 
the moment, it houses a barber’s with just 

one chair: Monsieur Moustache.
> Oosterkade 1
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More heritage
Europe’s largest  

corn mill once stood on 
Adelaarstraat. The mill has 
housed an organic butcher 

since 1996.

The Hooghiemstra 
warehouse on 

Hooghiemstraplein dates 
back to 1912 and is now a 

communal business 
premises.

The slaughter’s yard 
dating from 1900 on 

Amsterdamsestraatweg 
was converted into the De 
Plantage shopping mall 
almost a hundred years 

later. The director’s home 
is now a pizzeria.

This year, the 1931 
Blauwkapel signal box on 
Eyckmanlaan will open its 

doors as a lunchroom. 



For early
birds & 

night owls
ARE YOU AN EARLY RISER? OR DO YOU GET 

PECKISH IN THE EVENINGS, BUT DON’T WANT 
GREASY FAST FOOD? NO WORRIES! HERE ARE 
A FEW PLACES IN UTRECHT WHERE YOU CAN 

SCORE AN EARLY BREAKFAST OR A LATE SUPPER.
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BUNK
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5×  
  for early    

birds

2

BOOZY BREAKFAST
CAFÉ ELIZE

You’ll find Café Elize on one 
of the cosiest squares in 
Utrecht. It’s the perfect 

place to eat your breakfast 
and watch the world go by. 
You can order anything on 

the menu all day here, so an 
early-morning lunch isn’t a 

problem. Or go mad and 
order a mimosa, prosecco or 

bloody Mary to go with it. 
Café Elize is open from 8:00 
on Monday to Saturday and 

from 9:00 on Sundays.
> Mariaplaats 44

elize.cafe

3

ORDER!
DE RECHTBANK
You can get breakfast in the 
old Utrecht courthouse 
from 6:30 onwards on 
weekdays. Just grab 
whatever you fancy from the 
buffet with fresh croissants, 
pancakes, boiled eggs and 
freshly squeezed orange 
juice. It’s open early at 
weekends too: you can pop 
in any time from 7:30.
> Korte Nieuwstraat 14
derechtbank.com

1

FRESH COFFEE
MR BLACK
Slightly off the beaten 
track: Mr Black is 
situated next to the 
factory where Douwe 
Egberts roasts its coffee 
beans. You can choose a 
continental breakfast 
(with freshly baked bread, 
croissants, fresh fruit, 
yoghurt and pastries), a 
petit déjeuner (croissants 
with jam and fresh juice) 
or a breakfast bowl 
(yoghurt with granola, 
fresh fruit and honey). Not 
forgetting an excellent 
cup of coffee. It opens at 
7:00 on weekdays and 
8:00 at the weekend.
> Vleutensevaart 100
mrblackandthewhiteox.com
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Also try
BUNK

Everything from 
hangover-cure 
breakfasts to 
healthy bowls, 
open every day 

from 7:00 onwards 
> Catharijnekade 9

FROH
All day breakfast, 
open on weekdays 

from 8:00 
> Europalaan 2C  
(in Vechtclub XL)

Find it on 
the map
See page 64





5

LOCAL FAVOURITE
KOFFIE & IK

A popular place with the locals, 
where you can get a good cup of 

coffee and a solid breakfast 
every day from 8:00. Among the 

favourites on the menu are 
yoghurt with home-made 

granola and seasonal fruit, and 
toast with avocado, pine nuts 
and cherry tomatoes. And the 

croissants and pains au 
chocolat are to die for! Take 

a seat at the communal 
table, or install yourself 

in front of the huge 
windows.

> Vleutenseweg 169
koffieenik.nl

4

LOCAL SUPPLIERS
DISTRICT
This breakfast spot in East 
Utrecht opens at 7:30 on 
Monday to Saturday, and at 8:30 
on Sundays. All the products are 
fresh, as they come from their 
own bakery or from local 
suppliers. You’re spoiled for 
choice here: from banana loaf 
and fresh croissants with jam to 

toast with scrambled eggs 
and yoghurt with home-

made granola. The 
bakery next door sells 
bread and pastries if 
you fancy a brekkie 
‘to go’, and opens 
daily from 7:30.
> Jan van Scorelstraat 1

district-utrecht.nl
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UNTIL THE EARLY HOURS
LE CLOCHARD

This cosy restaurant has 
been a household name in 

Utrecht for over forty 
years. And it certainly tops 

the bill with its opening 
hours: the kitchen at  

Le Clochard is open daily 
until midnight. The menu 

doesn’t hold many 
surprises, instead offering 
firm favourites such as its 

renowned spare ribs or 
cheese fondue. As an 

added bonus: it has a log 
fire with comfy sofas and 

a selection of board 
games. It’s a pity you can’t 

stay the night.
> Ridderhofstad 2

leclochard-utrecht.nl

7

NO FRILLS
SAAR
Lunch, snacks, home-made 
cakes, meat, fish, vegetarian and 
vegan dishes. They have it all at 
Saar. The restaurant is situated 
in a beautiful corner building on 
Catharijnesingel. The owners 

Sandra and Ramon use as 
many seasonal and locally 

sourced ingredients as 
possible in their 

dishes. And the wine 
menu is good too: 
Saar favours organic 
wines from small 
wineries.

> Catharijnesingel 81
saar-utrecht.nl

Ph
ot

og
ra

p
h

y 
C

h
ie

l v
an

 D
ie

st
, M

ic
h

ie
l T

on
, S

as
ki

a 
d

e 
W

al

Also try
THE RUM CLUB

Tropical cocktails, 
bites & vibes, 
open every day 

until late
> Oudegracht  
a/d Werf 111

THE STREETFOOD 
CLUB

‘Insta’ restaurant 
serving street 

food, open every 
day until late

> Janskerkhof 9
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REFINED FLAVOURS
GASTMAAL CAFÉ

This cosy wine bar on 
the edge of Grift park 
serves small refined 
dishes to share with 

your fellow-diners. The 
ingredients are 

seasonal and the staff 
are happy to advise you 

about which wine to 
drink. And there’s no 

shortage because the 
wine bar is next to a 

wine shop.
> Griftstraat 2

gastmaalcafe.nl

9

PULL UP A PEW
BUNK

It’s worth going in just to see the 
building, because BUNK Hotel is located 
in the monumental Catharijne church. 
There’s plenty to remind you of its former 
function: the organ, a wall made from 
wooden panels from the pews and a very 
imposing balcony. The restaurant is open 
to non-guests until late every day. And the 
menu? Comfort food from far and wide.
> Catharijnekade 9
bunkrestaurants.com/utrecht

10

AN OLD-FASHIONED STEAK
LOETJE

Honest Dutch grub. That’s what you’ll get at Loetje. 
The restaurant is a converted coach house, and has 
earned a name for itself with its tender fillet steaks 
served with gravy and white bread or crispy chips. 

They also offer other classics, such as chicken satay, 
prawn rissoles and schnitzels. The kitchen is open 

until 22:30 every evening. 
> Oudkerkhof 29
utrecht.loetje.nl
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Find it on 
the map
See page 64
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   Skating    
          on the 
Maliesingel 

If there is a national sport in the 
Netherlands, it has to be ice skating. 
But it’s not just a sport, it’s a social 
event as well. In winter, young and 
old, rich and poor, come together on 
the frozen canals in and around the 
city. Ice skating also turned out to be 
a useful art during the war. This 
picture was taken around 1905. The 
boys and the young men wear their 
day-to-day clothing, as sportwear 

didn’t exist at that time. The wooden 
ice skates are tied around their shoes 
with sturdy laces. Every so often, the 
laces would come loose and had to be 
tightened again. Do you think you’ll 
be able to have a go on the frozen 
canals this winter?

> In collaboration with Het Utrechts 
Archief. Visit them at Hamburgerstraat 38
hetutrechtsarchief.nl/english



45Jan/Feb 2020 — MAG Utrecht

1905



© H

ans W
ith

oos

©
 D

or
ie

n
 H

ei
n

ZINDERING
NEXT LEVEL DINING  

Our restaurant Zindering 
obviously serves delicious 

food. And there’s more! During 
Wijn & Spijs you can learn all 
about the best wines, and at 

Bite at the Opera, prepare to be 
amazed by some superb opera 

arias while you eat. 

   More 
         than 
theatre

THE STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT IS SO 
MUCH MORE THAN JUST A PLACE TO WATCH 
THEATRE SHOWS. YOU CAN GO THERE FOR 

A BITE TO EAT, A SPOT OF SUSTAINABLE 
SHOPPING OR TO WORK ON YOUR LAPTOP.

UNIQUE BAGS
SUSTAINABLE 
SHOPPING

Looking for a 
sustainable gift?  

We recently started 
turning our façade 
banners into small 
and large shopping 
bags. All unique and 

multifunctional!  
They are on sale at the  

ticket desk.

MEVR. DUDOK
DIGITAL NOMAD
Come to Mevr. 
Dudok to work on 
your laptop, have a 
coffee or lunch. 
Open every day 
from 10 a.m.

SHOWS FOR NON-DUTCH
LANGUAGE NO PROBLEM

The theatre also puts on 
shows for non-Dutch 

speakers. They include 
dance, opera and visual 

theatre, as well as Familie   
(8 February) by the Flemish 

NTGent company. This play is 
surtitled in English.

CRAZY, FUNNY & MAGICAL
BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO THE THEATRE
Our wide youth range includes a lot of largely visual 
shows. The body speaks a language that we all under
stand. Grupo Sportivo (19 January) by Introdans, for example. 

A show featuring crazy, funny and magical choreographies.
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January 
& FebruaryWhere are 

we now
In this show, Sven 
Ratzke, one of the 
best David Bowie 
interpreters, explores 
a different side to the 
superstar: the great 
songwriter, the poet. 
Transience, love and 
mortality are 
recurrent themes  
in Bowie’s body of 
work. Ratzke takes 
you on a journey 
through this almost 
cinematic universe, 
featuring brand-new 
adaptations of hits 
such as Heroes  
and Let’s Dance.
> 19 February, Podium 
Hoge Woerd
podiumhogewoerd.nl

Events
Cultural

Calendar

©
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xx
xx
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3 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > De Nationale 
Operette presents: Winter In Wien 
- Neujahrskonzert [20:15] Start the 
new year with a grand show from 
the National Operette orchestra, 
consisting of musicians from all 
around the world.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Swinging In 
The Clouds: Gordon Webster [20:00] 
Following last year’s success, Gordon 
Webster returns to Utrecht with his 
swinging jazz band.
GUIDED TOURS 
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] Join the English speaking local 
guides for a free (tip-based) walking 
tour through the city. In two hours, 

they will tell you about the history and 
hidden gems of Utrecht and provide you 
with insider tips on where to go next. 

4 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] Enjoy a free classical 
concert in the church on Domplein.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Cannabis Corpse, Withered 
and Shade of Hatred [20:00] 
Devastating death metal and 
Municipal Waste side project.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Swinging In 
The Clouds: Gordon Webster [20:00] 
See Fri 3.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

5 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Weekend Opera 
Utrecht [14:30] After Aïda and Otello, 
Don Carlo will be the third Verdi opera 
performed by Weekend Opera Utrecht.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Jeroen Van Vliet 
& Harmen Fraanje [16:00] Two of 
the very best young jazz pianists will 
be pleasing your ears with original 
compositions.

PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Zwanenmeer | Pjotr Iljitsj Tsjaikovski 
[15:00 & 20:00] One of the pinnacles 
of classical ballet, Swan Lake tells the 
story of prince Siegfried and the love of 
his life, princess Odette. Get ready for a 
gripping, romantic story, accompanied 
by beautiful music and dance.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 
14:00] The guides show you the most 
beautiful spots of the historic centre. 
Tours start at 11:00 ( free, 1 hour) and 
14:00 (€ 4/8, 1½ hour).
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3.

7 Tuesday
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > The exact position 
of things [20:00] Choreographer 
Nicole Beutler found the inspiration 
for this dance performance in the 
experiences of people with Alzheimer’s 
disease, who live in a world in which 
the familiar becomes unfamiliar and 
the unfamiliar becomes familiar. 

8 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Luzerner 
Sinfonieorchester [19:30] Conductor 
James Gaffigan brings his orchestra 
to Utrecht to perform some top-notch 
classical music from the likes of 
Beethoven and Brahms.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > Jazz in the base-
ment [19:30] Utrecht has a real jazz 
basement, in which you can listen to 
different styles of jazz and play along.
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] 
Enjoy an evening of free music by 
up-and-coming local artistes.
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > The exact position 
of things [20:00] See Tue 7.

9 Thursday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Nights On 
Broadway [19:45] This Bee Gees tribute 
band will be giving a two-and-a-
half-hour long show consisting of the 
legendary trio’s biggest hits.

10 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Vasily Petrenko 
conducts the Radio Filharmonisch 
Orkest [19:30] Vasily Petrenko is the 
perfect conductor for this grand, 
musical journey.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Clash of the Titans [20:00] 
Utrecht’s largest battle of the bands. 

January

Theatre  
Tips

NOT ON THIS EARTH
Theater Kikker > 10 February
Daring meeting between an Israeli and 
Lebanese performance artist. While the 
borders between their countries are 
sealed, they create their own universe.

SPRING
Stadsschouwburg Utrecht > 28 January
Gandini Juggling joins forces with 
choreographer Alexander Whitley, who is 
well known for his bold and innovative 
dance performances. Expect beautiful 
geometric patterns created by the 
dancers and jugglers.

DEAR WINNIE
Stadsschouwburg Utrecht > 21 February 
When do you sacrifice your personality 
for the bigger picture? The stories of nine 
actresses, singers and performers from 
the African diaspora are connected with 
that of Winnie Mandela.
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Check out the stars of tomorrow on 
stage today.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

11 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Wishful Singing 
[15:00] The five ladies from Wishful 
Singing can do it all; from close 
harmony to swing, and from classical 
to love songs. They will be performing 
a large variety of songs, old and new, 
in their own special way.
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 4.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Vinylvrienden meeting [13:00] 
An informal meeting for vinyl lovers 
including a small record fair.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Lucretia van der 
Vloot & Thijs Borsten [20:00] Lucretia 
van der Vloot goes back to her roots 
and looks back on her journey through 
Suriname, her career and her life in 
general. Together with Thijs Borsten 
she tries to find answers to some of her 
existential questions through music.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > USConcert 
Speelt Eine Alpensinfonie [20:15] 
‘Eine Alpensinfonie’ is a symphonic 
poem about a 24-hour walk in the 
surroundings of Strauss’ home, and 
will be performed by the Utrechtsch 
Studenten Concert.
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > Engel [20:00] A 
circus acrobat and a dancer perform 
a physical duet about people’s inner 
struggles. About the different aspects 
of ourselves and the things in life that 
we cannot immediately define. 
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

12 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Het Gelders 
Orkest [14:15] Get ready for some 
feelgood classics that will make you 
feel like you’re in a Hollywood movie 
or in a Broadway musical. A good way 
to get rid of that winter blues.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Die Kutband, Blaffende Affen 
and He Said No [16:00] Punk and rock, 
done in the worst possible manner for 
your entertainment. You can pay what 
you want.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 5.
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

14 Tuesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Muziek en 
Betekenis [20:00] How important 
is it that music tells a story, and do 
we have to understand the message 
within a song in order to appreciate 
it? These are some of the questions 
that will be discussed in this musical 
experience.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Presentation of the 
Netherlands Pop Academy [20:00] 
Shows by students from the 
Netherlands Pop Academy. Free 
admission.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Simon & 
Garfunkel Revival [20:00] Close your 
eyes and imagine you’re at a Simon 
& Garfunkel show in the 70s, because 
this German revival band is as close 
as it gets.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > De 
Voorlopers [20:30] The choreography 
duo Ivgi&Greben presents a show that 
focuses on five individuals arriving in 
a new, unknown place, which requires 
togetherness and cooperation 
between them in order to build a new 
life, based on their ideals and dreams.

15 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Amsterdam 
Sinfonietta & Jonathan Jeremiah 
[20:15] Amsterdam Sinfonietta and 
British singer-songwriter Jonathan 
Jeremiah join forces to bring you a 
unique and ambitious mix of orches tral 
music and Jeremiah’s soul/folk sound.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 8.
DB’S > Presentation of the 
Netherlands Pop Academy [20:00] 
See Tue 14.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Penguin 
Cafe [20:00] This British group is a 
continuation of the experimental folk 
band, Penguin Cafe Orchestra, that 
made waves in the 80s. Its music is a 
mix of many genres, and among the 
members are people from the likes of the 
Gorillaz and Florence + The Machine.

16 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [10:00] Up-and-coming 
young violinists at the dawn of their 
careers will be performing a sonata 
from Beethoven, in honour of his 
250th would-be birthday. Best part? 
The admission is free.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > But What About 
- Pendeltrap [20:30] A performance 
by the ensemble But What About from 

The Hague, centered around composer 
Patrick David Clark’s ‘Light Bending 
Forward’.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Iris DeMent 
[20:15] Grammy-nominated singer-
songwriter Iris DeMent burst onto the 
scene in 1992 with her debut album 
‘Infamous Angel’, which is widely 
considered as one of the best country/
folk albums of all time. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Pink Floyd’s 
Project The Wall 40 Years [20:15] 
This Dutch Pink Floyd tribute band 
will be performing the iconic album 
‘The Wall’. Get ready for some great 
music accompanied by a fantastic 
show, including a huge decor, video 
projections and a children’s choir.

17 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [10:00] See Thu 16.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Elim Chan 
conducts Tchaikovsky’s Vijfde [19:30] 
A performance of Tchaikovsky’s fifth 
symphony, led by conductor Elim Chan.
PIETERSKERK > Yours Truly [20:15] 
Chamber Choir Venus, led by the 
young conductor Krista Audere, sings 
polyphonic music from the English 
Renaissance with works of Byrd and 
Tomkins. Also on the programme: 
20th-century compositions by Parry, 
Rubbra, Skempton and Tavener.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Up the Irons [20:00] A full 
length show by the ultimate Iron 
Maiden tribute band
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Leuk Dat Je 
D’r Bent Band [21:00] One of the 
best party bands of the Netherlands 
will definitely make you dance 
by performing some of the best 
singalong classics in recent times.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour 
Utrecht [13:30] See Fri 3. 

18 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 4.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Amazigh 
Nieuwjaar 2790 [19:00] The Amazigh 
new year’s party is back, with the 
band Rifana as main act. The evening 
will resolve around the rich Moroccan 
Amazigh culture, and will include 
music, poetry and delicious food.
DB’S > Big Ass Metal Fest #32 
[20:00] Big Ass Metal Fest presents 
the return of renowned metal band 
Detonation and the album presen-
tation of ‘newcomers’ Shinigami.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Michael 
Moore Fragile Quartet [21:00] 
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Internationally renowned multi-
instrumentalist Michael Moore will be 
performing with a pianist, a drummer 
and a bass player; the Fragile Quartet. 
This is a night you don’t want to miss if 
you’re a fan of jazz.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

19 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Alexandre 
Tharaud [11:00] Alexandre Tharaud is 
seen as one of the best pianists of our 
time. Beautiful classical piano of the 
highest quality on a Sunday morning.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [14:00] The semifinal of this 
competition for young, talented 
violinists. In this round they will be 
performing parts of a sonata by Bach, 
among other things. 
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Her Majesty 
(Première) [20:15] After more than 200 
sold out shows, Her Majesty has taken on 
a new challenge; the history of country 
rock. Expect songs from pioneers like Bob 
Dylan, as well as contemporary country 
rock artistes, sung in perfect harmony.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Grupo Sportivo (6+) [15:00] The 
move ments of athletes and sportspeople 
often look a lot like dancing. Grupo 
Sportivo shows us what a choreography 
inspired by sports looks like in a funny, 
infectious and fascinating way. Fun for 
the whole family.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 5.
Domplein > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

20 Monday
PERFORMING ARTS
DE KARGADOOR > Storytelling in the 
Basement [20:00] Storytelling has 
been enjoying a full blown revival in the 
Netherlands in the last few years. And 
rightly so: we’re all full of stories and 
who doesn’t like to listen to a good one? 
Funny, sad, scary and sweet stories: 
that’s what this evening is all about.

21 Tuesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dvořák’s Uit De 
Nieuwe Wereld - Uit Het Hoofd [20:00] 
Dvořák’s ninth symphony, performed 
without a conductor and with fewer 
people than usual. This setup results 
in a completely different symphonic 
experience; one you don’t want to miss 
as a fan of the genre.

MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Tamaryn [20:00] An evening of 
80s inspired synth pop with hints of 
shoegaze and goth.

22 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > The Beggar’s 
Ensemble [19:15] This group of 
musicians from Lyon focuses on 
British music from the early 18th 
century, in particular Richard 
Jones’ work. This performance is an 
excellent opportunity to get to know 
these remarkable instrumentalists.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > Jazz in the 
basement [19:30] See Wed 8.
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 8.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Sam Baker [20:15] 
American singer-songwriter Sam 
Baker has been delivering traditional 
folk albums for the last fifteen years. A 
combination of gripping storytelling 
lyrics and a unique, raspy voice is 
what sets him apart from others.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Julian 
Schneemann - Caravan XL [20:30] 
Julian Schneemann invites friends 
from all over the world for this project. 
Musical influences from different 
cultures meet, creating a fusion 
between folk, jazz and classical.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Outwitting the Devil [20:00] Inspired 
by one of the oldest stories of all time, 

the Epic of Gilgamesh. Six dancers 
depict a chapter in the young king’s 
life, in which he destroys a beautiful 
forest, in search for power and glory.

23 Thursday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > U-RAP Open Mic 
[20:30] Hip hop is alive and kicking. 
Do you want to show your skills? Come 
to the U-RAP Open Mic, an open stage 
where starting and/or experienced 
MC’s, rappers and pro ducers get the 
chance to play their music.
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > Funny Soft Happy 
and the Opposite [20:00] A jazz 
musical dance experience inspired by 
Bob Fosse musicals, neuroscience, and 
1980s work-out videos. An experience 
for everyone who takes life seriously.

24 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > NJO speelt 
Beethoven en Bartók [19:30] The 
Dutch youth orchestra will be 
performing Béla Bartók’s ‘Requiem’, 
as well as Willem Pijpers’ third 
symphony. In short, a night full of 
mesmerising classical music of the 
highest order.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > Utregticana [19:30] 
Celebrating the magic of Dutch music.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dopebwoy 
[20:00] Rapper Dopebwoy made a 
name for himself in 2017 with his 

Xxxxxx XXxxxx

Utrecht CentraalMusical boxes

ENDLESS LIFE
Buitenplaats 
Doornburgh  
> until 29 March
Artists and scientists 
reflect on the extension 
of life. What will our 
world look like when 
death is no longer an 
established fact for 
everyone?

NORTH & SOUTH
Catharijne  
convent museum  
> until 26 January
Medieval masterpieces 
from the North and 
South of Europe. These 
rare works of art from 
the period 1100-1350 
have travelled from 
Spain and Norway to 
Utrecht.

A SCIENTIFIC WORLD 
TO EXPLORE
Universiteitsmuseum 
Utrecht > daily
Experience the 
differences between 
science now and in 
bygone days at the 
Universiteitsmuseum 
Utrecht. You can also 
carry out experiments  
or investigate the 
differences between 
humans and animals.

Exhibition & Museum Tips
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summer hit ‘Cartier’. Ever since, he 
has been a big name in the Dutch 
hip hop scene, and now he comes to 
Utrecht for his ‘Forever Lit’ tour. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Noah 
Gundersen [20:15] There is a good 
chance that you’ve heard the songs of 
American singer-songwriter Noah 
Gundersen before, in the TV shows 
‘Sons of Anarchy’ and ‘Vampire 
Diaries’. He released his latest album 
‘Lover’ back in August, consisting of a 
wide range of introspective folk/pop 
and experimental indie rock.
DE HELLING > Tim Akkerman & The Ivy 
League [20:15] Ex-member of Di-rect, 
Tim Akkerman, has just released his 
third solo album ‘Lions Don’t Cry’. 
Reason enough for him and his band  
to make the ground shake with some 
hard-hitting rock music.
EKKO > Litzberg [20:30] Dutch 
musician Mathijs Peeters is the 
brains behind Litzberg. The debut 
album ‘In_My_Head’ is full of layered 
indie rock with hints of blues and 
Americana.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > The John 
Martyn Project [20:30] The John 
Martyn Project consists of six young 
British vocalists and musicians, 
who pay tribute to legendary singer-
songwriter John Martyn. A night of 
top-notch jazz and folk music.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Tante Joke 
Karaoke Band XL [23:00] The five-
year anniversary party of Tante Joke 
is set to be a party of epic proportions. 
This means even more singalong 
songs, love duets, garlands and beer. 
Fun guaranteed.
PERFORMING ARTS
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > National 
Theatre Weekend: Engel & No man 
is an island [20:30] Two acrobatic 
dance choreographies, performed in 
two different areas in Castellum Hoge 
Woerd: Kim-Jomi Fischers ‘Engel’ and 
Marta Alstadsæters duet ‘No man is 
an island’.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

25 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [11:00] Young violinists (< 14 
years old) compete against each other 
in front of a jury. Free entrance.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [13:00] No competition this 
time, but a violin orchestra con sis ting 
solely of children. Free entrance.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [14:00] Semi-final in the 
Oskar Black category. Besides perfor-
ming a few classics, the contestants 
also have to perform a special, self-

selected repertoire, in which they can 
make use of video, lighting and sound 
to take their act to the next level.
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 4.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dominic 
Seldis - Music, Maestro! [20:15] Jack-
of-all-trades Dominic Seldis and his 
orchestra present a self-proclaimed 
‘entertaining and spectacular musical 
journey’, full of humour, video imagery 
and of course, music. One thing is 
certain: you will never get bored.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Gabriel Rios & 
The Coloris Orchestra [19:45] This 
Belgian singer-songwriter with Puerto 
Rican roots will forever be remembered 
by his one major hit, ‘Broad Daylight’, 
in 2006. Gabriel Rios has much more 
to offer, however. Latin, rap, funk, 
jazz, pop; he can do it all. 
DB’S > Night of Rain and Fire [20:00]  
A multi-cultural event with live music 
and DJ’s.
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > National 
Theatre Weekend: Sound of Silence 
[20:00] A feelgood concert with 
beautiful music and stories about  
Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Monster Magnet 
[20:15] This American rock band has 
been making music for over 30 years, 
and there still is no sign of stopping. 
This tour resolves around their 1998 
album ‘Powertrip’.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dandelion 
[21:00] Country funk straight 
from Volendam. Dandelion takes 
inspiration from early 70s country 
rock, but adds their own special sound 
to it. Their new album will be released 
in November, and two months later 
they will undoubtedly be giving a 
memorable show in Utrecht.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

26 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Alle vioolsonates 
van Beethoven op één dag [11:00] All 
ten violin sonatas by Beethoven will be 
performed in chronological order by 
Oskar Black price winners and world 
class pianists.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Lustrumconcert 
Domstad Jeugdorkest 25 Jaar [15:00] 
The 25th anniversary of the Domstad 
youth orchestra is celebrated by a grand 
concert as a closing act of the lustrum 
year. The orchestra consists of 180 
children between the ages of 8 and 18.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Two Door Cinema 
Club [19:45] This upbeat Irish indie 
band has been making music since 
2010. Its latest album ‘False Alarm’ 

signifies a new direction for the band, 
with a more 80s inspired synthpop 
sound. The feelgood factor of their 
music hasn’t changed, however.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 5.
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Fri 3. 

27 Monday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE HELLING > BEAK> [20:15] The 
music of British trio BEAK> contains 
elements of rock, jazz, psychedelics 
and electronics. Its music is being 
described as groovy, or even hypnotic. 
Sounds like the perfect ingredients for 
a great night of music.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Chase Rice 
[20:15] American country artist 
Chase Rice has been making waves for 
quite some time now with his typical 
feelgood songs, but he shows a more 
vulnerable side on his latest album 
‘Lambs & Lions’. Prepare for a night of 
all-American country.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Cathedral [20:00] Marcos Morau, a 
rising star in the European theatre 
scene, presents a beautifully designed, 
inventive piece of performing arts 
about the essence of life itself, inspired 
by the music of composer Arvo Pärt. 

28 Tuesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
ZIMIHC THEATER ZUILEN > Dutch 
Violin Contest - Curated By Diamanda 
Dramm [19:30] Dramm’s goal is to 
reach a new, younger audience with 
her violin-centered music, by creating 
unique sounds in interesting shows.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Chris Barber And 
The Big Chris Barber Band [20:30] Chris 
Barber is a British singer, trombonist 
and band leader, who has been making 
music and helping the careers of other 
artists for decades. He has given more 
than ten thousand (!) concerts in his life, 
so no shortage in experience. 
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT 
> Spring [20:00] The jugglers of 
Gandini Juggling collaborate with 
choreographer Alexander Whitley. 
The result is a magnificent interplay 
between five dancers and seven 
jugglers in which they create beauti ful 
geometric patterns. 

29 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Dutch Violin 
Contest - Curated By Emmy Storms 
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[20:00] Emmy Storms, winner of 
the Oskar Black ‘vioolconcours’ 
in 2009 and 2011, has created an 
exciting mix of Indian and Western 
music, performed on both Indian and 
Western instruments. 
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 8.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Floor Jansen 
[20:15] Dutch singer Floor Jansen 
is the lead singer of metal band 
Nightwish. She was also a participant 
in the talent show ‘Beste Zangers’, 
which made her famous with the 
general public. She will be performing 
songs from her entire catalogue.

30 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Cappella 
Neapolitana & Giovanni Sollima [19:30] 
Giovanni Sollima is a master when it 
comes to the cello. He will be performing 
alongside a few renowned opera singers 
and a conductor. ‘Stabat Mater’ is an 
intense expression of grief, resignation 
and a desire to reach paradise.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Duo Ebano [21:00] 
Clarinetist Marco Danesi and pianist 
Paolo Gorini join forces to perform 
a wide variety of music, portraying 
different moods in a stunning way. 
Serenity, fear, softness, desire, 
euphoria; if you want to experience 
them all, then this is a must-see.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Club 3voor12 [20:00] Monthly 
showcase by the leading music 
platform 3voor12. Free admission.

TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Catfish and the 
Bottlemen [20:15] This indie rock band 
really puts the ‘rock’ in indie rock. 
Almost all of their songs get you hyped 
up and make you want to dance and 
sing along. The band released its third 
album ‘The Balance’ in 2019. Expect 
a rocking night with energy levels 
through the roof.
DE HELLING > Che Sudaka [20:15] It 
doesn’t matter which audience this 
band plays for, with its exciting mix of 
punk, ska, reggae, Latin and cumbia 
every venue will turn into a punk 
reggae party after two songs.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Rembrandt 
Frerichs Trio - Grafitti Jazz [21:00] This 
trio has become a household name in 
Tivoli. This time the album ‘Grafitti’ 
is the focal point, in which the visual 
imagery of street art is translated to 
contemporary, uplifting jazz.

31 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Dutch Violin 
Contest - Curated By Yannick Hiwat 
[20:00] Versatile composer and 
violinist Yannick Hiwat mixes jazz 
and classical music with many other 
genres, like hip hop and African music. 
He will be giving a unique show, in 
which many of the traditional music 
‘rules’ will be broken.
PIETERSKERK > My soul is merely 
sounds [20:15] Vocal ensemble Coqu 
sings Flemish and Dutch choral 
music from the second half of the 
20th century with works by Raymond 
Schroyens and Ton de Leeuw. 

MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Open Jam Session [20:00] Jam 
session led by the Bon Sjef and friends. 
Free admission. 
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Let It 
Be: Abbey Road [20:00] The Analogues 
have been touring with unabridged 
renditions of The Beatles’ ‘The White 
Album’ and ‘Magical Mystery Tour’ for 
years. Now the band is back with the 
latest album, which the Fab 4 never 
performed themselves: Abbey Road.

February

 
1 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] Enjoy a free classical 
concert in the church on Domplein.
BARTOLOMEUS GASTHUIS > Lunch 
Concert: Highlights of the Semi-
Finals Dutch Violin Contest [12:30]  
A unique and varied collection of some 
of the most talented participants of 
the Dutch Violin Contest that didn’t 
make it to the finals but did leave a 
lasting impression.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Violin 
Contest [14:00] Three young violinists 
ages 14 to 17 will compete for the first 
place by playing Mozart’s Violin 
Concerto No. 1 and De Falla’s Danse 
Espanole.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Finale Dutch 
Violin Contest Category Oskar Back 
[20:00] The grand finale of the Dutch 
Violin Contest focusses on Oskar Back. 
Played by the finalists together with 
a full orchestra lead by Anja Bihlmaier.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Rilan & The 
Bombardiers [19:45] After creating 
music for three Netflix shows, this 
r&b/funk formation finally released 
their own album: ‘Afro Dite’ is a 
coulorful, multidimensional album 
inspired by the likes of Jimi Hendrix 
and David Bowie.
DB’S > Ghost Wolves [20:00] None 
other than Jack White of the White 
Stripes and Third Man records took 
this rambling two-piece under his 
wings. Raw garage with a bluesy feel 
and a strong front woman.
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Let It 
Be: Abbey Road [20:00] See Fri 31. 

MAIDSTONE
‘t Oude Pothuys  
> 17 January
Maidstone is a rock 
band consisting of only 
women from in and 
around Utrecht. The 
new album is full of 
solid hard rock songs.

TERRA VOLTA
Café Stathe  
> 18 January 
Terra Volta turns 
every performance 
into a party by 
combining world 
music with ska and 
reggae. This show also 
marks the release of 
the new single.

STATHE SESSIE: 
SHEILA AND THE KIT
Café Stathe  
> 5 February
Sheila and the Kit flirts 
with sounds of the 80s, 
while still retaining a 
modern feel. The 
melodic, catchy tunes 
are perfect for an 
evening on the 
dancefloor. 

Music Café Tips
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PODIUM HOGE WOERD > The 
Handsome Poets [20:00] This Dutch 
band celebrates its 10th anniversary 
with its own music and songs from 
other artistes.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > New Cool 
Collective [20:30] For over 25 years, 
this eight-player jazz collective has 
managed to perfectly merge jazz, 
dance, latin, salsa, afrobeat and 
boogaloo into the perfect party sound.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Smooth Hound 
Smith [20:30] This American roots 
couple perfectly mixes elements 
of blues, country and rock-’n-roll. 
Their vocal harmonies come close to 
perfection, and Zack’s fingerpicking 
skills are outstanding.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] Join the English speaking local 
guides for a free (tip-based) walking 
tour through the city. In two hours, 
they will tell you about the history and 
hidden gems of Utrecht and provide you 
with insider tips on where to go next. 

2 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch 
Philharmonic Orchestra with 
Christian Tetzlaff [15:00] Beethoven 
only ever wrote one concert for the 
violin, resulting in an immensely 
creative and dense piece of music that 
true fans of classical music should all 
experience at least once.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Sound of the Earth [15:30] 
Unique event with concerts and DJs, 
focusing on the humanity of our planet 
with room for meditation, mantra 
singing, fair vegan food and live music. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Peter Beets Trio 
& Fay Claassen [16:00] Singer Fay 
Claassen and pianist Peter Beets have 
been collaborating for years and it 
shows. This afternoon the focus lies on 
The Great American Songbook.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Steel Panther 
[19:45] Steel Panther is the ultimate 
glam metal band: lyrics about cold 
beer, hot women and death and a look 
that seems to be stolen straight from 
the eighties.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Wind 
Instrument Ensemble [20:00] 
To celebrate Beethoven’s 250th 
anniversary, the Dutch Wind 
Instrument Ensemble is performing 
his Ninth Symphony, together with 
many vocalists of many different 
nationalities.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 
14:00] The guides show you the most 
beautiful spots of the historic centre. 

Tours start at 11:00 ( free, 1 hour) and 
14:00 (€ 4/8, 1½ hour).
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

4 Tuesday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Daniel Norgren 
[19:45] Swedish singer-songwriter 
and multi-instrumentalist Daniel 
Norgren is one of the most talented 
people in the roots scene right now. 
His magical latest album ‘Wooh Dang’ 
once again confirmed this.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dragonforce 
[20:15] The main attraction of 
this British power metal band are 
the extremely fast-paced solos of 
guitarist Herman Li and Sam Totman. 
Combined with an experienced 
drummer and the powerful vocals of 
frontman Marc Hudson, Dragonforce 
creates the ultimate metal experience.

5 Wednesday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > Jazz in the 
basement [19:30] Utrecht has a real 
jazz basement, in which you 
can listen to different styles of jazz 
and even play along.
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] 
Enjoy an evening of free music by 
up-and-coming local artistes.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Petra Berger 
[20:30] Tonight, gifted singer Petra 
Berger brings an ode to Italian music 
of all genres, from opera classics to 
modern pop hits.
PERFORMING ARTS 
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Memory Loss [20:00] The last episode 
of Ann Van den Broek’s Memory Loss 
Collection trilogy. Fifteen dancers and 
musicians gradually lose their sense 
of self.
DE PAARDENKATHEDRAAL > The HM 
Concert [21:00] This performance 
by Permanent Destruction (Naomi 
Velissariou/Theater Utrecht) 
is inspired by and based on the work 
of Heiner Müller. The theatrical 
concert is a daring mix of incisive, 
abrasive ’Müller-lyrics’ on misogyny, 
sexism and destructive behaviour 
set to danceable, poppy melodies and 
pounding beats. 

6 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > All Beethoven's 
Trios - Concert 1 [20:00] An evening 
dedicated to some of Beethoven’s 
most melancholic chamber music, 
performed by the Van Baerle Trio.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Amstel & Keuris 
Quartet [20:30] Two of the best Dutch 
saxophone quartets unite their forces to 
play Shalygin’s ‘Todos Los Fuegos el Fuego’.

MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Blurt [20:00] Blurt (est. 1979) 
arguably can be considered as the 
inventor of post-punk, providing the 
fuel for contemporary bands such as 
Idles and Fat White Family. Frontman 
Ted Milton truly is one of the most 
underestimated icons of the punk scene.
DE HELLING > Spo Dee O Dee [20:15] 
Twenty five years after the last show, the 
Dutch trio Spo Dee O Dee is picking up the 
instruments again for a reunion. Good 
news for fans of gritty, groovy rock.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > A Symphonic 
Tribute to Avicii [20:15] The death of 
Avicii in April of last year shocked the 
world. This night is a symphonic ode 
to not only his greatest hits, but also to 
his more personal songs.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Boy & Bear 
[20:15] After becoming massively 
popular in home country Australia, 
this indie folk band is ready to conquer 
the rest of the world with their fourth 
album ‘Suck on Light’.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Ruben Hein 
& National Jazz Youth Orchestra 
[20:30] Composer, singer and pianist 
Ruben Hein gathered some of the most 
talented young jazz artists around to 
form this versatile orchestra.
PERFORMING ARTS
DE PAARDENKATHEDRAAL > The HM 
Concert [21:00] See Wed 5.

7 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
PIETERSKERK > Thinking about 
Holland [20:15] Male choir The Gents 
brings a programme that is filled with 
music from Dutch soil by Hendrik 
Andriessen, Albert de Klerk and 
Herman Stategier.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Mahler and 
Tchaikovsky's 'Pathétique' [20:15] The 
main theme of tonight's performance 
is heartbreak, with interpretations of 
this topic by Mahler, Tchaikovsky and 
Wagner.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Sandra & 
Jeroen van Veen [20:15] A collection 
of the most beautiful chamber music 
of Arvo Pärt, played by cellist Joachim 
Eijlander and piano duo Sandra & 
Jeroen van Veen.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Out of the Blue 
[21:00] The perfect classical concert 
for anyone who’s new to the genre: an 
hour long concert with some quality 
drinks afterwards.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Metal Battle Utrecht [20:00] 
Selection round for The Netherlands’ 
largest metal band contest with metal 
bands from the province of Utrecht. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Pentadox 
[20:30] Pentadox might be new to the 
jazz scene, but definitely not afraid 
to break some traditions. Influenced 
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by classical, avant-garde and 
improvisation, every performance is 
completely unique.
DE HELLING > Stereo MCs [20:45] This 
British band still represents a big part 
of the soundtrack of the 90s with hits 
like ‘Step It Up’ and ‘Lost In Music’.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
L’Orfeo [20:00] An opera about 
Orpheus descending into the 
underworld to retrieve his beloved 
Euridice from the dead. 
DE PAARDENKATHEDRAAL > The HM 
Concert [21:00] See Wed 5.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

8 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 1.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Feb Fest [20:00] The annual Feb 
Fest is organised by Utrecht based rock 
band The Cosmopolitans.
DE HELLING > Yun Internet [20:15] This 
Amsterdam hip-hop trio made its debut 
at the end of 2014 with the EP J.O.B.S. 
and has since conquered not only the 
internet but also the real world.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Familie [20:00] In 2007, a family in 
Calais committed suicide. Real-life 
Belgian family Peeters try to discover 
and reconstruct the story behind this 
tragic event. With English surtitles.
DE PAARDENKATHEDRAAL > The HM 
Concert [21:00] See Wed 5.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

9 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Holland Baroque 
& Aisslinn Nosky [15:00] Not only is 
Nosky an amazing violinist, her stage 
presence is also truly outstanding 
and suits this afternoon’s programme 
perfectly: Telemann’s Suites.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Marcin 
Wasilewski Trio [16:00] Even after 
25 years, this Polish piano trio still 
manages to create a unique, organic 
atmosphere wherever they go.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 2. 
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

10 Monday
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > Not on this Earth 
[20:00] A daring meeting between an 
Israeli and Lebanese performance 
artist. While the borders between 
their countries are sealed, they create 
their own universe.

12 Wednesday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 5.
DB’S > Daddy Long Legs [20:00] 
Blistering, harmonica-driven blues 
and garage rock by one of the wildest 
roots bands on the planet. Support 
by Utrecht’s own blues rock trio Le 
Garage.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
For All We Know [20:30] Playful 
and absurd work from the French 
choreographer Antonin Comestaz.

13 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > All Beethoven’s 
Trios - Concert 2 [20:15] A heart  - 
war ming, optimistic collection of 
pieces based on Beethoven’s piano trios.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dutch Bach 
Society led by Shunske Sato 
[20:15] Conductor Sato personally 
coached students of the Amsterdam 
music school for this concert. True 
dedication to the ‘Concerti Grossi’.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > David Luning 
[20:15] His raw voice and rebellious 
tone are reminiscent of Ryan Adams, 
but this roots singer-songwriter has 
already proved his own worth with his 
first two very solid albums.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Legendary 
Albums Presents [20:15] Dutch 
super band Legendary Albums 
Live performs The Rolling Stones’ 
extremely influential album ‘Sticky 
Fingers’, including hits such as ‘Sister 
Morphine’ and ‘Wild Horses’.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Mika [20:15] 
After his 2007 breakthrough with 
the hit ‘Relax, Take It Easy’, this 
flamboyant singer still sells out venues 
all over the world.
DE KARGADOOR > U-RAP Open Mic 
[20:30] Hip hop is alive and kicking in 
Utrecht. Do you want to show your skills? 
Come to the U-RAP Open Mic, an open 
stage where starting and/or experienced 
MC’s, rappers and producers get the 
chance to play their music.

14 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Great Broad-
caster Choir Sings Eine Deutsches 

Movie  
Tips

CINEMUZIEK: STRIKE A POSE
Parel van Zuilen > 8 January
This documentary profiles the 
dancers who performed with 
Madonna during her Blond 
Ambition World Tour in 1990.  
It premiered at the Berlin Inter
national Film Festival in 2016.

1917
Louis Hartlooper Complex/
Springhaver > from 9 January
Two young British privates in 
World War I are given an 
impossible mission: to deliver a 
message deep in enemy 
territory that will stop 1,600 
men, and one of the soldier’s 
brothers, from walking straight 
into a deadly trap. 

MARIANNE & LEONARD: 
WORDS OF LOVE
Louis Hartlooper Complex/
Springhaver > from 9 January
An indepth look at the 
relation ship between the late 
musician Leonard Cohen and 
his Norwegian muse Marianne 
Ihlen.
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Requiem [20:15] A heartfelt perfor-
mance of Brahms’ ‘Ein Deutsches 
Requiem’ about life after death. 
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Delain [19:30] 
This Dutch symphonic metal band has 
been at the international top for years. 
Front woman Charlotte Wessels’ 
unique and powerful vocals truly set 
this group apart.
DE HELLING > Nona [20:15] This Dutch 
singer might be in her mid-twenties, 
but she has the voice of an old soul: 
raw, experienced and heart-warming. 
Combined with a live band, she 
manages to capture the hearts of 
people of all ages.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Jazz Orchestra 
of the Concertgebouw [20:00] 
Tonight, the Jazz Orchestra of the 
Concertgebouw recreates Miles Davis’ 
legendary trumpet concert of 1960.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

15 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 1.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Tess et les Moutons 
[19:30] A road trip to France with 
the Dutch Tess van der Zwet and her 
band Les Moutons (the sheep). Expect 
classic and original French chansons.
DB’S > Turia album release party [20:00] 
Turia is one of the foremost black 
metal bands of the moment. The band 
presents its new album with the support 
of Defacement & Disequilibrium. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Orchestral 
Manoeuvres in the Dark [20:15] 
This English synth pop band created 
groundbreaking new wave music in 
the 80s, traces of which are still audible 
today. The band celebrated its 40th 
birthday in 2018, but is still relevant.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Magda Mendes 
[20:30] Mendes won the ‘Golden 
Nutcracker’ (Gouden Notenkraker) in 
2018. Her Portuguese songs sound a 
bit like fado, but with her own twist. 
Tonight she’ll be performing songs 
from her new album ‘Olivieras’.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

16 Sunday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Antwerp 
Symphony Orchestra [13:30] 
Composer and conductor Tan 
Dun is also a water artist; he uses 
the element as inspiration for his 
compositions, as well as an actual 
instrument. Submerge yourself in this 
unique sound. 

TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Amsterdam 
Sinfonietta & Thomas Hampson 
[20:00] The Amsterdam Sinfonietta 
and baritone Thomas Hampson 
have already toured Dublin, Madrid, 
Vienna and Lisbon, and now it’s time 
for Utrecht.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Testament 
[19:00] Legendary American thrash 
metal band with a career spanning 
over 30 years.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Kacy & Clayton 
[20:30] This Canadian duo creates 
timeless country folk with help of 
psychedelic sounds. Mysterious and 
multidimensional. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Lindy-Fay 
Hella [20:15] Norwegian singer with 
a magical voice. You might know her 
from the band Warduna, which she 
started, but this time she’s performing 
her first solo album.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 2. 
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour 
Utrecht [13:30] See Sat 1.

17 Monday
CLASSICAL MUSIC 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Van Swieten 
Society [20:00] A Valentine’s concert 
to attend with your (to-be) lover.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > James Arthus 
[19:45] James Arthur gained fame 
with his X Factor win and the hit ‘Say 
You Won’t Let Go’, but this singer-
songwriter has more up his sleeve.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Kaiser Chiefs 
[20:15] Know for mega hits like ‘Ruby’ 
and ‘Oh My God’ the Kaiser Chiefs 
are still going strong. The latest 
album ‘Duck’ (2019) sounds a bit like 
the early years again.
PERFORMING ARTS
DE KARGADOOR > Storytelling in the 
Basement [20:00] Storytelling has 
been enjoying a full blown revival 
in the Netherlands in the last few 
years. And rightly so: we’re all full of 
stories and who doesn’t like to listen 
to a good one? Funny, sad, scary 
and sweet stories: that’s what this 
evening is all about.

19 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Nederlands 
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Studenten Orkest: Wagner and  
Le Sacre [20:15] The Dutch student 
orchestra brings a versatile 
programme with music by composers 
Wagner and Le Sacre.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE KARGADOOR > Jazz in the 
basement [19:30] Utrecht has a real 
jazz basement, in which you 
can listen to different styles of jazz 
and even play along.
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 5.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > The Growlers 
[19:45] This Californian band mixes 
the traditional Californian surf with 
psychedelics, garage rock and pop 
music. Its music has therefore gained 
the interesting term ‘beach goth’. 
Think: a night club after closing time.
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Sven Ratzke: 
Where are we now? [20:00] Ratzke 
revives the music of David Bowie in 
this intimate theatre show. Expect big 
hits like ‘Heroes’ and ‘Let’s Dance’, gems 
like ‘Ashes to Ashes’ and ‘Lady Grinning 
Soul’, but also newly written songs.
PERFORMING ARTS 
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Kiem 
[20:00] Choreographer Conny Janssen 
embraces the vitality of life in this 
work with ten dancers. 

20 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Alle Beethoven 
Trio’s - Concert 3 [20:00] See Thu 6.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
EKKO > Het Zesde Metaal [20:30] This 
Flemish rock group combines sensitive 
lyrics in the West Flemish language 
with richly arranged rock music.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Kiem 
[20:00] See Wed 19.
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Talent on the 
move 2020/Holland Dance Festival 
[20:30] Discover the talented dancers 
of the future in a programme full 
of highlights, new work and the 
existing repertoire of emerging and 
international top choreographers.

21 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Nachtmusik 
[19:30] A performance of Mozart’s 
‘Eine Kleine Nachtmusik’ by Alexei 
Ogrintchouk and his orchestra. A 
timeless symphony for all fans of 
classical music.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Fuse - Live [20:00] 
Fuse’s sound can only be described 
as sparkling. The virtuosity can be 
attributed to the countless hours on 
stage that the ensemble has under its 
belt. Fuse will take you on a trip into 
their own musical world in no-time.
PIETERSKERK > In French [20:15] The 

Nederlands Kamerkoor, conducted by 
Paul van Nevel, takes you to a world 
in which the beauty of the music and 
the lures of the body compete with 
each other. In the French chansons of 
the 13th century, composers weren’t 
ashamed to speak openly about eroticism. 
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Nora Fischer 
& Marnix Dorrestein [20:30] Who 
brings out an album packed with 
17th-century songs, accompanied by 
an electric guitar? Nora Fischer. She 
takes old music and turns it into hip, 
modern songs. Gather round, and 
come see for yourself.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Dotan [19:45] 
Dutch singer-songwriter Dotan got 
his breakthrough in 2014 with his 
single ‘Home’. After a few years of 
relative silence, he has released a new 
album that sounds quite different 
from his older work. Welcome back.
DB’S > Hallo Venray [20:00] This has 
been one of the best Dutch guitar 
bands for decades. 
EKKO > Borokov Borokov [21:00] Geeky 
electro from Belgium.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Dear 
Winnie [20:00] What is it like to be 
black, female and an activist? This is 
the central topic of this show, starring 
nine black women in lead roles. The 
result is a beautiful and inspiring 
performance full of passion, power 
and hope. This one will leave a lasting 
memory. With English surtitles.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

22 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 1.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Passe-partout 
Monteverdidag [10:00] A day 
dedicated to the father of European 
opera, and the composer who guided 
classic music to the baroque era. A 
series of beautiful concerts.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Nora Fischer & 
Marnix Dorrestein [20:30] See Fri 21.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DE HELLING > Vive la Fête [20:15] 
Electro pop mixed with New Wave and 
French 80s disco: what more could you 
wish for? This duo has been around 
the block for more than 20 years.
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > Van 
Mozart tot Madonna [20:00] Opera 
singer Tania Kross has become a 
national phenomenon with her warm 
mezzo voice and the way she brings 
classical music to theatres. Don’t miss 
journey from 18th-century prodigies 
to modern-day pop queens. 

GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

23 Sunday
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > The Bootleg 
Beatles [20:30] The Bootleg Beatles 
is a cover band that comes scarily 
close to the real deal. Paul McCartney 
himself even praised the band. Close 
your eyes, and imagine yourself liste-
ning to a Beatles concert in the 60s.
GUIDED TOURS
IN FRONT OF THE TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE > Gilde Utrecht 
guided walking tour [11:00 and 14:00] 
See Sun 2. 
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

25 Tuesday
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Tago [20:00] Come experience this 
outstanding Korean percussion/
drum band. ‘Tago’ is a show that will 
definitely boost your energy levels.

26 Wednesday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Calefax & 
Helena Rasker [20:00] Calefax and 
Helena Rasker collaborate once again 
after doing so for many years in the 
past. This means music composed 
from the heart, stemming from 
feelings of fear and desperation. An 
experience, to say the least.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > The Music From 
James Bond [20:15] The Metropole 
Orchestra works together with two 
talented vocalists to perform the 
iconic music from the James Bond 
movies. Fans of James Bond won’t 
want to miss this one.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
MOIRA > Moira Unplugged [19:30] See 
Wed 5.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Two Feet [19:45] 
Two Feet is a young American singer-
songwriter/producer who burst unto the 
EDM scene in 2017 with his track ‘Go Fuck 
Yourself’. His music is a combination 
of hard-hitting beats, soulful vocals 
and guitars. This creates a unique 
sound, similar to that of Chet Faker.
EKKO > Shht [20:30] Belgian glam 
indie and noise pop.

27 Thursday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Pieces Of 
Tomorrow - Strauss’ Tod und 
Verklärung [21:00] Where pop and 
classical music meet: classical music 
as you’ve never heard it before.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > X Ambassadors 
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[20:15] This American band scored 
a big hit with their song ‘Renegades’ 
back in 2015. However, they have 
much more to offer. Often compared 
to Imagine Dragons, the band released 
their second album ‘Orion’ in 2019, 
and now they’re coming to Utrecht.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Weval [20:15] 
Dutch electronic duo Weval has made 
a name for itself with the second 
album ‘The Weight’. Their classic, 
warm synth sound is combined with 
live drums, guitars and vocals, with 
influences from psychedelic rock, jazz 
and funk.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Club 3voor12 [20:00] Monthly 
showcase by the leading music 
platform 3voor12. Free admission.

28 Friday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Karina 
Canellakis and Simone Lamsma 
[19:30] Three male and three female 
composers and musicians of the 
highest order present a show that will 
let you experience a beautiful aural 
colour palette.
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Open Jam Session [20:00] Jam 
session led by the Bon Sjef and friends. 
Free admission.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Oum [20:00] 
Moroccan singer Oum is one of the 
biggest stars of North Africa. Her 
powerful and rich voice is capable 
of singing almost any genre, but 
in recent years she has found her 
own lane, which can be described 
best as ‘Moroccan soul’. She will be 
performing her new album ‘Daba’ 
accompanied by a band. 
EKKO > Canshaker Pi [20:30] Garage 
rock from Amsterdam.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Amigo The 
Devil [20:30] The name of this artist 
reveals a lot about the sound of this 
American singer-songwriter; it’s 
dark. His lyrics don’t shy away from 
controversial topics and the darker 
sides of life. Combine this with a 
polished mix of country, rock, metal 
and even mariachi, and you are in for 
a unique show.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1.

29 Saturday
CLASSICAL MUSIC
DOM CHURCH > Saturday afternoon 
concert [15:30] See Sat 1.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Daan 
Vandewalle & Han Bennink [20:30] 
Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle 
specialises in new music, especially 
American piano music. Moreover, 
he loves improvisation. In this show 

he will be performing with one of 
The Netherlands’ most versatile 
drummers, Han Bennink. 
MUSIC / POP, WORLD, JAZZ
DB’S > Mother’s Cake [20:00] An 
eclectic mix of progressive rock and 
psych with jazzy hooks by the Austrian 
trio Mother’s Cake.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Ender Balkir 
[19:30] Ender Balkir is one of the most 
important Turkish singers of recent 
times. His music has been featured in 
many TV shows, which gained him a 
lot of popularity in his home country. 
His show will consist of a mixture of his 
own and traditional Turkish songs.
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > Waylon [20:00] 
Ever since his breakthrough single 
‘Wicked Way’, Waylon has continued 
to develop his sound, ranging from 
acoustic country to electrifying rock. 
By now he’s become a household name 
in the Netherlands. 
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
InTarsi [20:00] In this poetic circus 
act four acrobats portray relatable 
situations by moving, dancing and 
interacting with each other in various 
ways. Ordinary human interactions 
and relations are translated into 
physical movements. Sometimes funny, 
sometimes powerful, but never boring.
GUIDED TOURS
DOMPLEIN > Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
[13:30] See Sat 1. 

Kids

EXHIBITIONS, MUSEUMS AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES
MIFFY MUSEUM > Step into the world 
of Miffy and her friends [permanent] 
Ten rooms, each dedicated to a 
different subject, invite young 
children to discover the world around 
them step by step.
MIFFY MUSEUM > Projection ‘Miffy 
lives here’ [until 27 Jan from 17.15 to 
23.00] Cheerful and wintry animated 
projection, displayed on the façade of the 
museum. The animation lasts 13 mi nu tes 
and is shown in a continuous loop.
MOLEN DE STER > Arts and crafts club 
(6+) [every Wednesday from 14.30 
to 16.30] The Arts and crafts club in 
Molen de Ster is an opportunity to 

make crazy, bizarre, beautiful and 
impossible artworks.
MUSEUM HOGE WOERD > 
ArcheoHotspot [every Wednesday-, 
Thursday, Friday- and Saturday 
afternoon from 12.00 to 16.00] 
Archaeology comes to life in Museum 
Hoge Woerd. Contribute to the 
ongoing research by helping the 
(voluntary) archaeologists.
MUSEUM HOGE WOERD > Archeology 
Day [13 Oct] Castellum Hoge 
Woerd will be transformed into an 
archaeological excavation site, so roll 
up your sleeves and get digging.
RAILWAY MUSEUM > Tech lab (6+) 
[permanent] How does a train get 
electric power? And how does a train 
brake? The Tech lab answers many 
of these questions. Find out how 
everything works yourself by doing all 
kinds of experiments.
SONNENBORGH MUSEUM & 
OBSERVATORY > Bringing far away 
close by [permanent] Climb the stairs 
to the observatory and wonder at the 
starry heavens. Learn all about the 
stars in de sky and the weather in one 
of our exhibitions, tours or lectures. 
Or take a virtual journey through the 
universe in the planetarium.
UTRECHT UNIVERSITY MUSEUM > 
Down to the bone [permanent] At first 
sight, humans look very different from 
sharks, crocodiles or horses. How are 
humans and animals similar, and how 
do they differ?
UTRECHT UNIVERSITY MUSEUM > 
FungiLAB [permanent] Visit the 
brand-new FungiLAB to recreate a 
fungus or become world famous by 
discovering a new fungus in your own 
backyard.
UTRECHT UNIVERSITY MUSEUM > 
Youth Lab [permanent] Put on a lab 
coat and carry out experiments to 
discover more about your sense of 
sight, touch, hearing, smell and taste.

3 Friday (Jan)
PERFORMING ARTS 
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Meneertje 
Meer (3+) [14:00 and 16:00] A visual 
and cheerful performance about 
wanting everything and some more. 
Does ‘too much’ really exist?

4 Saturday (Jan)
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > Fluisterstad (2+) 
[15:00] Music theatre performance 
about a sound that criss-crosses 
space. Who is producing the sound? 
Is it a person or a small machine?

5 Sunday (Jan)
PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER KIKKER > Fluisterstad (2+) 
[11:00 and 15:00] See Sat 4.
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19 Sunday (Jan)
PERFORMING ARTS
STADSSCHOUWBURG UTRECHT > 
Grupo Sportivo (6+) [15:00] The 
movements of athletes and sportspeople 
often look a lot like dancing. Grupo 
Sportivo shows us what a choreography 
inspired by sports looks like in a funny, 
infectious and fascinating way. Fun for 
the whole family.

26 Sunday (Jan)
PERFORMING ARTS
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Ruimtevlucht 
(8+) [15:00] A group of elite people 
and animals on board of a spaceship 
are searching for a better life. But it 
appears that a stowaway is traveling 
along. A visual performance full of live 
music, singing and dancing.

26 Wednesday (Feb) 
PERFORMING ARTS
PODIUM HOGE WOERD > Wir War (6+) 
[15:00] A theatrical journey full of 
spectacular acrobatics. Small shadow 
figures are dancing through the night. 
They will take you on a breathtaking 
adventure.

27 Thursday (Feb)
PERFORMING ARTS 
THEATER KIKKER > Wir War (6+) [14:30] 
See Wed 26.

28 Friday (Feb)
PERFORMING ARTS 
THEATER KIKKER > Wir War (6+) [14:30] 
See Wed 26.

Movies

 
CENTRAL LIBRARY UTRECHT
31 JAN > Film in de Bieb: Dead Poets 
Society [20:30] Set in 1959 at a 
fictional elite boarding school, Dead 
Poets Society (1989) tells the story of 
an English teacher who inspires his 
students through his teaching of poetry. 
Directed by Peter Weir, starring Robin 
Williams and Ethan Hawke. 
LOUIS HARTLOOPER COMPLEX
13 JAN > Movies that Matter: Ghost 
Fleet [19:00] This documentary follows 
a small group of activists who risk 
their lives on remote Indonesian 
islands to find justice and freedom for 
the enslaved fishermen who feed the 
world’s insatiable appetite for seafood. 
LOUIS HARTLOOPER COMPLEX/
SPRINGHAVER
FROM 2 JAN > JoJo Rabbit [time tba]  
A young boy in Hitler’s army finds out 
his mother is hiding a Jewish girl in 
their home.
FROM 9 JAN > 1917 [time tba] Two 
young British privates are given an 
impossible mission during World War 
I: to deliver a message deep in enemy 
territory that will stop 1,600 men, 
and one of the soldier’s brothers, from 
walking straight into a deadly trap.
FROM 9 JAN > Marianne & Leonard: 
Words of Love [time tba] An in-depth 
look at the relationship between the 
late musician Leonard Cohen and his 
Norwegian muse Marianne Ihlen.
FROM 16 JAN > Bombshell [time tba] A 
group of women decide to take on Fox 
News head Roger Ailes and the toxic 
atmosphere he presided over at the 
network.
FROM 20 JAN > Little Women [time 
tba] Four sisters come of age in the 
United States in the aftermath of the 
Civil War.
DE PAREL VAN ZUILEN
8 JAN > CineMuziek: Strike a Pose 
[20:15] This documentary profiles 
the dancers who performed with 
Madonna during her Blond Ambition 
World Tour in 1990. The film, 
directed by Esther Gould and Reijer 
Zwaan, premiered at the 2016 Berlin 
International Film Festival where it 
received the second place Panorama 
audience award for a documentary.
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Festivals & 
Events

KERSTIVAL – UNTIL 5 JAN
CATHARIJNE CONVENT MUSEUM > 
[10:00] The full Christmas experience 
with workshops, tours and  the 18th- 
century Napolitano nativity scene.
WINTER STATION – UNTIL 5 JAN
RAILWAY MUSEUM > [10:00] Immerse 
yourself  in the romantic winter spirit. 
The museum is transformed with 
hundreds of shiny lights, music and 
good food. And you can also ice skate 
between authentic trains.
KOEKOEK 030 – EVERY SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY IN JAN & FEB
VARIOUS LOCATIONS > [various times] 
Locations of different creative young 
entrepreneurs will be transformed 
into a pop-up stage for musical acts. 
There will also be exhibitions of 
young, talented artists and designers 
from Utrecht.
DUTCH VIOLIN CONTEST & FESTIVAL – 11 
JAN - 2 FEB
VARIOUS LOCATIONS > [various times] 
Talented young violinists compete for 
prizes in the Dutch violin competition. 
You can visit most of the preliminary 
rounds and semi-finals for free. There 
will also be a range of special concerts 
you can attend.
FOOTPRINTS FESTIVAL – 8 FEB
TIVOLIVREDENBURG > [15:00] After 
being completely sold out last year, 
Footprints Festival is back for a 
second time to celebrate modern and 
traditional sounds from all corners of 
the world.
GLUREN BIJ DE BUREN – 9 FEB
VARIOUS LOCATIONS > [various times] 
Utrecht living rooms are transformed 
into mini-theatres where amateur 
artistes spend an afternoon in the 
spotlights.
STUKAFEST – 12 FEB
VARIOUS LOCATIONS > [various times] 
Walk into student digs in Utrecht to 
watch artistes performing at barely an 
arm’s length.
UNCLOUD – 14 FEB
EKKO > [20:00] Music, space and 
visual arts intertwine in an exciting 
programme bursting with experiment 
and improvisation, with an artistic 
laboratory, workshops, performances 
and exhibitions.

Exhibitions
& Museums

BUITENPLAATS DOORNBURGH
UNTIL 29 MAR > Endless Life Artists 
and scientists reflect on the 
extension of life. What will our world 
look like when death is no longer an 
established fact for everyone?
CATHARIJNE CONVENT MUSEUM
PERMANENT > Museum collection Get 
an insight into the Christian art and 
cultural history of the Netherlands 
and its influence on Dutch society.
PERMANENT > Rembrandt and the 
Golden Age Meet Rembrandt’s 
predecessors, followers and 
contemporaries through 16th- and 
17th-century masterpieces from 
the museum’s collection of bible 
paintings.
UNTIL 26 JAN > North & South As 
it turns out, both in the far North 
and far South of Europe medieval 
masterpieces have survived that are 
remarkably similar, despite the great 
distance that separates them. These 
rare works of art have travelled from 
Spain and Norway to Utrecht. A must-
see, because from 1100 to 1350 has 
hardly survived in Central Europe.
FROM 28 JAN > Allemaal Wonderen 
Miracles are of all times, of all 
cultures and of all religions and have 
played a role in everyday life since the 
beginning of humanity. Also, artists 
have been inspired by miracles for 
centuries. This exhibition brings 
together the most beautiful and 
surprising works from national 
and international collections, 
from Rembrandt to Mondriaan and 
Abramović.
CENTRAAL MUSEUM
PERMANENT > Lights on Wood 
Interactive lighting installation on the 
Utrecht Ship.
PERMANENT > Rietveld and Van 
Baaren collection The French and 
Dutch paintings from the Van Baaren 
collection are juxtaposed with 
furniture pieces by Gerrit Rietveld.
PERMANENT > The World of Utrecht 
This exhibition is as wide-ranging 
as the title suggests. It not only draws 
liberally from the museum’s extensive 
collection, but the exhibition themes 
date back to the start of the Common 

Era and stretch all around the world. 
All disciplines rub shoulders in this 
exhibition: modern art, city history, 
fashion and costumes, old art and 
applied arts.
PERMANENT > Studio Dick Bruna Dick 
Bruna’s studio (he’s the creator of Miffy) 
has been moved from its location in 
Utrecht’s inner city to Centraal Museum. 
The studio now has a new and permanent 
place on the top floor of the museum, 
which exudes the same atmosphere as 
Bruna’s studio at present. 
UNTIL 12 JAN > Disappearance in slow 
motion In this presentation Artist 
Eva Spierenburg explores the body 
in relation to the environment. With 
objects that sometimes have the shape of 
a body part, or of a huge rock.
UNTIL 19 JAN > Alles is Rond Madelon 
Hooykaas and Louis Andriessen 
explore the relationship between 
Utrecht, nature and the universe. Both 
artists grew up in Utrecht. With this 
installation, they return to the city of 
their youth.
UNTIL 19 JAN > Dreams Cast in 
Concrete Exhibition about two 
utopian construction projects with 
a turbulent history: Kanaleneiland 
and Hoog Catherijne. Both projects 
were once presented as solutions to 
the problems that Utrecht was facing, 
yet within a few decades seemed to 
be a symbol of problems rather than 
solutions.
FROM 15 FEB > The tears of Eros: 
Moesman, surrealism and the 
sexes In this exhibition, the work 
of the only officially recognised 
Dutch surrealist Johannes Moesman 
(1909-1988) is placed in the context 
of his international contemporaries. 
In addition to Salvador Dalí, René 
Magritte and Max Ernst, there is 
lots of room for female surrealists 
such as Claude Cahun, Leonora 
Carrington and Leonor Fini. In 
addition, there is work to be seen 
by contemporary artists such as 
Sarah Lucas, Gillian Wearing, Paul 
Kooiker and Viviane Sassen. 
UNTIL 1 MAR > Dick Bruna and 
Utrecht Discover the special bond 
between Dick Bruna, the creator of 
Miffy, and the city of Utrecht.
DOM CHURCH
PERMANENT > Visit the church The 
cathe  dral is open to the public 7 days 
a week.
PERMANENT > Dutch Museum 
Churches Discover the hidden 
treasures of the Dom Church with an 
English audio tour. 
DOM TOWER
PERMANENT > Tour of the Dom Climb 
the 465 steps of the Dom Tower and 
learn everything about its history.
UNTIL 11 JAN > Lichtjes kijken 
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Evening tours of the Dom tower. The 
tour lasts 90 minutes and finishes 
with a mug of hot chocolate in the 
Michaëls Chapel.
DOMUNDER
PERMANENT > Secrets of Domplein 
Discover 2,000 years of history 
underneath the Domplein square. Explore 
the archaeological findings, dating back 
to the Roman Castellum ‘Trajectum’, with 
an interactive flashlight.
EXBOOT
MONDAY TILL THURSDAY AND FRIDAY > 
Monthly changing exhibitions by 
upcoming artists EXboot used to 
be a boat for window prostitution. 
Nowadays, it is transformed into an 
exhibition space for art, located at 
De Nijverheid. Every month the boat 
is filled with new art, performances, 
installations and other EXpressions 
made by upcoming talents. Free 
admission.
EXBUNKER
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS > Monthly 
changing exhibitions of upcoming 
artists This bunker from World War II 
is filled with new art, performances, 
installations and other work by 
upcoming talents. Free admission.
FOTODOK
UNTIL 23 FEB > Joint Memory. 
Photographic Fragments Exhibition 
about our collective memory around 
various historical events and the 
influence of photography in this 
process. The exhibition presents 
projects that investigate these - 
hidden - events and how they are 
constructed by means of images in 
family albums, mass media, social 
networks and archives.
DE HAAR CASTLE
1 JAN – 29 FEB > Visit De Haar Castle 
De Haar Castle is the biggest and most 
luxurious castle in The Netherlands. 
A visit will take you back to the glory 
days of the castle and will show you 
the splendour that surrounded the 
international rich and famous in the 
early 20th century.
KUNSTLIEFDE
17 JAN – 26 JAN > HKU Fashion Design 
Divided between the Academie 
Galerie and Kunstliefde gallery, an 
upcoming generation of students 
shows their vision on fashion. Each of 
them has worked on a personal project 
focusing on research into their own 
identity as a designer.
MIFFY MUSEUM > Step into the world 
of Miffy and her friends [permanent] 
Ten rooms, each dedicated to a different 
subject, invite young children to discover 
the world around them step by step.
MOLEN DE STER
EVERY SATURDAY > Visit the mill 
This mill in the Lombok district is 

a traditional working sawmill. The 
volunteers put the mill into action and 
explain its history. Free admission.
MUSEUM HOGE WOERD
PERMANENT > Visit the castellum 
Discover everything about Castellum 
Hoge Woerd, a contemporary 
reconstruction of the Roman fortress that 
once stood here. Audio tours are available 
in English and several other languages.
MUSEUM SPEELKLOK
PERMANENT > The musical tour This 
tour takes you to the wonderful world 
of self-playing musical instruments, 
surprising you with cheerful tunes 
emanating from all corners of the 
museum.
EVERY TUE TO SUN > Musical tour 
with live music Tour that will take 
you through the wonderful world of 
self-playing musical instruments. Let 
yourself be surprised by the cheerful 
tunes from all corners of the museum.
UNTIL 5 JAN 2020 > At home in the 
Buurkerk, a thousand years of history 
under one roof In this exhibition, a 
wealth of stories from the history of the 
Buurkerk - home to Museum Speelklok 
- will be unveiled. Common Utrecht 
folk have been coming to this church 
since the year 1000. The Buurkerk 
(neighbours’ church) seems immortal, 
shrinking and growing, surviving fires, 
attacks and even the Reformation. 
Soon, the church was lovingly referred 
to as ‘ecclesia civilis’, or church for the 
people - a neighbourhood church. So 
now, it’s time it receives some well-
deserved attention.
NEDERLANDS VOLKSBUURTMUSEUM
PERMANENT > Museum collection 
The Dutch museum of backstreets 
and working class neighbourhoods 
will show you the two hundred year-
history of the day-to-day life of the 
man in the street.
POP UP MUSEUM OUD AMELISWEERD
PERMANENT > Utrechtse Wonderkamers 
‘Wunderkammers’, the forerunners of 
museums, were often richly decorated 
spaces, full of special objects. The rooms 
of country estate Oud Amelisweerd are 
transformed into eclectic wonder rooms 
full of beautiful objects from the Utrecht 
Castle Museums. 
UNTIL 23 FEB > Theater van Papier 
& Dress to Impress Theater van 
papier shines a new light on the 
opera Modeaffe, a critical comedy by 
Frederik de Grote about day-to-day 
life at court and court etiquette. In 
Dress to Impress, you can admire the 
most fabulous costumes imaginable: 
from outfits designed for an 
extravagant bal masqué to costumes 
that make an artistic social statement.
RAILWAY MUSEUM
PERMANENT > Trains over time Visit 

Kids Tips

FLUISTERSTAD (2+)
Theater Kikker > 4 and 5 January
Music theatre performance about 
a sound that criss-crosses the 
space. Who is producing the 
sound? Is it a person or a small 
machine?

RUIMTEVLUCHT (8+)
Podium Hoge Woerd > 26 January
A group of elite people and 
animals on board of a spaceship 
are searching for a better life. But 
it appears that a stowaway is 
traveling along. A visual 
performance full of live music, 
singing and dancing.

DE ROVERS (3+)
Podium Hoge Woerd > 23 February
Three grim robbers live in a world of 
darkness. When they themselves 
are robbed, they are determined to 
rediscover what they have lost and 
add a little colour to everyone’s lives.
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the completely renewed museum hall 
and watch the historical trains bring 
railway history to life.
PERMANENT > Loaded trains 
Exhibition about the deportation of 
Jews by train during World War II.
RAUM
1 JAN – 29 FEB > RAUM Exhibitions 
Come and visit the biggest playground 
for design, art and technology in 
Utrecht. You’ll discover amazing art 
objects and installations built on the 
biggest town square of Utrecht.
RIETVELD SCHÖDERHUIS
WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY > Visit the 
Rietveld Schröderhuis Utrecht 
architect Gerrit Rietveld designed 
this whole building along the lines 
of the Dutch artistic movement De 
Stijl, known for its geometric shapes 
and primary colours. Reservation is 
compulsory.
SALON VAN WELEER
PERMANENT > Salon van Weleer Visit 
the Salon van Weleer for the Tearoom 
of Yesteryear (a unique Salon, live 
games Scriptorium, Purgatorium and 
Reliquiarium.
 
 

SANAA GALLERY
UNTIL 1 FEB > Ten years SANAA Gallery 
The gallery celebrates its ten year 
anniversary with a special exhibitions 
that combines contemporary art by 
artists from Africa, The Netherlands 
and the Middle East.
SLOT ZUYLEN
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY > Visit Slot 
Zuylen This castle is situated on the river 
Vecht in the tiny village of Oud-Zuilen 
near Utrecht, The Netherlands. Whilst 
retaining many of its medieval castle-like 
features it was converted into a country 
mansion in the 18th century. 
SONNENBORGH MUSEUM & OBSERVATORY
PERMANENT > Bringing far away close 
by Climb the stairs to the observatory 
and wonder at the starry heavens. 
Learn all about the stars in de sky and 
the weather in one of our exhibitions, 
tours or lectures. Or take a virtual 
journey through the universe in the 
planetarium.
HET UTRECHTS ARCHIEF
PERMANENT > Utrecht starts here! 
The exhibition takes visitors on an 
interactive journey through the city’s 
history, based on accounts given by 
residents.

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM UTRECHT
PERMANENT > A scientific world to 
explore Experience the differences 
between science now and in bygone 
days. You can also put on a lab coat 
and carry out experiments, or 
investigate the differences between 
humans and animals. And don’t forget 
to visit the Oude Hortus, the old 
botanical garden behind the museum.
PERMANENT > Down to the bone At 
first sight, humans look very different 
than sharks, crocodiles or horses. But 
in what way are humans and animals 
similar? Discover the similarities and 
differences in this exhibition.
PERMANENT > Cabinet of curiosities 
The cabinet of curiosities contains all 
sorts of unusual objects. Have you ever 
seen an actual dragon or the skull of 
a unicorn?
PERMANENT > Oude Hortus Beautiful 
garden in the middle of the city centre. 
Relax and enjoy the surroundings, or 
have a cup of coffee or lunch in Café 
Ginkgo, from where you have a great 
view of the garden.
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Tourist Information Centre  
 At the foot of the Dom Tower, you will find the 
Tourist Information Centre. They are happy to 
help you book your tickets, tours and accom-
modation, and tell you about all the things you 
can do in Utrecht and its surroundings. Also 
make sure to check out the store, where you 
can buy all kinds of lovely souvenirs.

> open daily from 10:00 to 17:00, Domplein 9

Getting around
THE U-OV DAY TICKET > The U-OV day ticket 
(Dagkaart) is ideal for travelling to various 
places in the municipality of Utrecht, including 
Leidsche Rijn, Utrecht Science Park and De Haar 
Castle. It is valid for one day (€ 6,20), 2 days 
(€9,25) or 3 days (€ 11,85). Buy your ticket at the 
U-OV Service Store in the main hall of Utrecht 
Central Station (trains). Children up to the age 
of 4 can travel for free on U-OV buses and trams.
OV-CHIP CARD (OV-CHIPKAART) > The OV-chip card 
(OV-chipkaart) is a public transport card which 
is accepted by all operators in the Utrecht 
region. You can buy an anonymous OV-chip  
card for € 7,50 at the ticket vending machines  
at Utrecht Central Station or at the U-OV Service 
Stores in the main hall of the station. You can 
also get a card at the Tourist Information Centre. 
Please ensure you have enough credit on your 
OV-chip card before you travel and remember to 
always check-in and -out on the bus, train and 
tram platform using the OV-chip card.
UTRECHT REGION PASS > In addition to providing 
access to the entire public transport system 
in the Netherlands, the Utrecht Region Pass 
enables you to travel to most places of interest 
in the Netherlands. You can book the travel 
pass online, collect it when you arrive in town 
and start travelling straight away. Check 
utrechtregionpass.com for more information. 
You can collect the pass at the Tourist 
Information Centre.

BICYCLE RENTAL > Cycling is the easiest and fastest 
way for getting around town. There are several 
bike rental spots in the city centre. Bikes are also 
for rent at the Tourist Information Centre. Most 
bikes cost around € 10 per day (excl. deposit).

Free city tours
For some inside information you won’t find in a 
guide book, join a free walking tour. The 3 hour 
Utrecht Free Tours starts every Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 12:00 at the Dom Tower. 
Just look for a guide in a red shirt or sweater. 
The 2 hour Free Walking Tour Utrecht starts 
every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 
13:30. The guide will be standing at Dom square 

Looking for a 
present?

Visit the store in the 
Tourist Information 

Centre for all kinds of 
Utrecht presents

Visitor 
information
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holding a white unfolded umbrella. From 
Wednesday to Sunday, you can join the Orange 
Above Tour at 10:30 for free. Meeting point is the 
rabbit statue at Neude square. On Saturdays, 
the Tourist Information Centre organises a 
guided tour in English at 14:00.   

WiFi
Utrecht has free public WiFi in the city centre. 
Also, most bars and restaurant have public 
WiFi. Just ask for the password.

Must-sees 
& must-dos

For more tourist information,  
must-sees, and must-dos  

in Utrecht, go to
visit-utrecht.com
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Check out the International 
Welcome Centre Utrecht Region
The International Welcome Centre Utrecht Region 

(IWCUR) is located on the second floor of the 

Stadskantoor (Utrecht municipal offices). 

International newcomers and residents of 

Utrecht can visit the ‘expat’ centre four days  

a week. The IWCUR-staff will assist you with all 

your questions and paperwork regarding your 

move to the Utrecht Region, including formalities 

with the municipality and the Immigration and 

Naturalisation Service (IND). The IWCUR also 

provides information about housing, education, 

job opportunities, health care and more.

> Monday and Tuesday (9:00 to 16:00), Thursday 
(13:00 to 16:00) and Friday (9:00 to 12:00), 

Stadskantoor (Stadsplateau 1)
welcome.utrechtregion.comNew!
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1 Art Keller 24

 Ridderschapstraat 1

2 EXbunker

 Wilhelminapark 24A

3 Persian rug

 Amerhof

4 Sculpture garden

 Croeselaan

5 Gone With the Wind

 Westplein

6 De Nijverheid/EXboot

 Nijverheidskade 15

1 UJazz

 Rotsoord

2 Dom tower

 Domplein 21

3 TivoliVredenburg

 Vredenburgkade 11

4 Louis Hartlooper Complex

 Tolsteegbrug 1

5 Springhaver

 Springweg 50

6 Utrecht Central Library

 Oudegracht 167

7 Stadsschouwburg Utrecht

 Lucasbolwerk 24

8 Podium Hoge Woerd

 Hoge Woerdplein 1,   

 Leidsche Rijn

9 Theater Kikker

 Ganzenmarkt 14

10 dB’s

 CAB-Rondom 100

11 ACU

 Voorstraat 71

12 Oud Amelisweerd 

 Pop-up Museum

 Koningslaan 9, Bunnik

13 The Utrecht Archives

 Hamburgerstraat 28

14 SANAA Gallery

 Jansdam 2

1 Rabarber

 Zadelstraat 20

2 Koningshof

 Koningsweg 135A

3 Bammetje Bakery

 Hooghiemstraplein 51

4 Koffie & Ik

 Vleutenseweg 169

5 Loaded

 Amsterdamsestraatweg 54

1 Stables-turned-theatre

 Veeartsenijstraat 155

2 Printers-turned- 

 apartments

 Hoek Breedstraat/ 

 Begijnehof

3 Palace-turned-library

 Hoek Wittevrouwenstraat/ 

 Drift

4 Bridge keeper’s  

 house-turned-barber’s

 Oosterkade 1

5 Bathhouse-turned- 

 restaurant

 Willem van Noortplein 19

1 Mr Black

 Vleutensevaart 100

2 Café Elize

 Mariaplaats 44

3 De Rechtbank

 Korte Nieuwstraat 14

4 District

 Jan van Scorelstraat 1

5 Koffie & Ik

 Vleutenseweg 169

6 Le Clochard

 Ridderhofstad 2

7 Saar

 Catharijnesingel 81

8 Gastmaal Café

 Griftstraat 2

9 BUNK

 Catharijnekade 9

10 Loetje

 Oudkerkhof 29

4
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Check out online

AK24
ak24.nl
Bartolomeus Gasthuis 
bartolomeusgasthuis.nl 
Buitenplaats Doornburgh 
buitenplaatsdoornburgh.nl 
Catharijne Convent Museum
catharijneconvent.nl/english 
Centraal Museum 
centraalmuseum.nl 
dB’s
dbstudio.nl/en  
Dom Church
domkerk.nl 
Dom Tower (VVV Tourist Info)
domtoren.nl/en 
DOMunder
domunder.com/en 
Dutch violin competition
nederlandsvioolconcours.nl
EKKO
ekko.nl 
EXboot
exboot.nl
EXbunker
exbunker.nl
FOTODOK
fotodok.org
Free Walking Tour Utrecht 
freewalkingtourutrecht.com
Gilde Utrecht
gildeutrecht.nl/english
Gluren bij de Buren
glurenbijdeburen.nl/utrecht
De Haar Castle
kasteeldehaar.nl/english
De Helling
dehelling.nl
Het Huis Utrecht 
hethuisutrecht.nl
Hofman Café
hofman-cafe.nl 
’t Hoogt
hoogt.nl

International Welcome Centre 
Utrecht Region 
welcome.utrechtregion.com
De Kargadoor
kargadoor.nl 
Koekoek030
koekoek030.com
Kunstliefde
kunstliefde.nl  
Louis Hartlooper Complex
hartlooper.nl/en
Miffy Museum
nijntjemuseum.nl
Moira
moira-utrecht.nl
Molen de Ster
molendester.nu
Museum Hoge Woerd (Leidsche 
Rijn)
museumhogewoerd.nl 
Museum Speelklok
museumspeelklok.nl
Nederlands Volksbuurtmuseum
volksbuurtmuseum.nl/visitor-
information   
De Nijverheid
denijverheid.com
Oud Amelisweerd Pop-up Museum
popupmoa.nl
De Paardenkathedraal
theaterutrecht.nl
De Parel van Zuilen
deparelvanzuilen.nl
Pieterskerk
pieterskerkconcerten.nl
Podium Hoge Woerd (Leidsche 
Rijn)
podiumhogewoerd.nl 
Railway Museum
spoorwegmuseum.nl 
RAUM
raumutrecht.nl  
Rietveld Schröderhuis
centraalmuseum.nl/en/visit/
locations/rietveld-schroder-house 
Salon van Weleer
salonvanweleer.nl
SANAA Gallery
galeriesanaa.nl
Sneeuwbal Winter Festival
sneeuwbalfestival.nl
 

Slot Zuylen
slotzuylen.nl/english
Sonnenborgh Museum & 
Observatory
sonnenborgh.nl/english
Springhaver
springhaver.nl/en
Stadsschouwburg Utrecht
stadsschouwburg-utrecht.nl 
Stukafest
stukafest.nl/utrecht 
Theater Kikker
theaterkikker.nl
Theater Utrecht
theaterutrecht.nl
TivoliVredenburg
tivolivredenburg.nl
Tourist Information Centre
visit-utrecht.com  
UJazz Fest
ujazz.nl
Het Utrechts Archief
hetutrechtsarchief.nl 
Utrecht Botanic Gardens 
uu.nl/en/utrecht-botanic-gardens
Utrecht University Hall
uu.nl/en/organisation/utrecht-
university-hall 
Utrecht University Museum 
universiteitsmuseum.nl/english
ZIMIHC Theater Zuilen
zimihc.nl
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PICK A THEME
STAYOKAY UTRECHT CENTRUM
This imposing former office block 
that used to belong to a Dutch bank 
is now a hostel with shared and 
private rooms. It also offers The 5th, 
where you can chill, work, study or 
have a drink and a bite to eat. And  
it’s great for families with young 
children too: there are two themed 
family rooms. The Miffy room, where 
everything is about Dick Bruna’s 
famous bunny and you can even 
order breakfast served on Miffy 
crockery. And then there’s the 
Railway Museum room (which 
includes tickets for the museum), 
specially for young train fanatics.

> Stayokay Utrecht Centrum
Neude 5
stayokay.com/en/hostel/utrecht-centrum

Next time?
IT’S THE PERFECT BASE WHEN 
VISITING UTRECHT: THE STAYOKAY 
UTRECHT CENTRUM HOSTEL ON 
NEUDE, ONE OF THE CITY’S BEST-
KNOWN SQUARES. YOU CAN BOOK 
EITHER SHARED OR PRIVATE ROOMS, 
WHICHEVER YOU PREFER.
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